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1 Introduction

For the work on stage 3 for the Generic User Profile, 3GPP CN4 WG is currently considering the possibility to reference the specifications prepared by Liberty Alliance. Although it seems to be the case that the current Liberty specifications do not fulfill every 3GPP requirement, they do cover most of them. However several questions arise, specifically regarding how to cover those 3GPP requirements which Liberty does not address in its public release of November 2003. Alternatives to solve this problem are the following. Either the 3GPP requirements could be taken into account when producing the next version of the Liberty specifications or the needed extensions to fulfill the 3GPP requirements could be done by 3GPP. 

Another aspect that still needs to be clarified is whether 3GPP would be allowed from the legal point of view to reference Liberty specifications for those solutions and probably extend those specifications in order to include some 3GPP specific enhancements, if needed. However this matter is analyzed in the attachment of this contribution. 
2 Discussion

2.1 CN4 Doubts 

In the last CN4 meeting there was a proposal to reference Liberty specifications, please see Tdoc. N4-031190. In the telephone conference held in January 2004, the following specifications were identified as candidates for referencing:

ID-WSF Data Services Template
ID-WSF Discovery Service
ID-WSF Security Mechanism
ID-WSF SOAP Binding
Liberty SASL based SOAP AuthN

Some CN4 representatives had doubts about the legal implications of this initiative, however 3GPP and Liberty are currently under conversations in order to clarify this legal aspects (the initial outcome of such discussions can be seen it the attachment of this contribution). 
2.2 Current status in Liberty

Liberty released its Phase 2 specifications in November 2003 (available to the public in www.projectliberty.org). Currently Liberty is working on its Phase 3 specifications. Phase3 release is addressing most of the requirements which 3GPP has identified as a missing part for the GUP WI, such as subscription and notification support etc. The intention is that those new Liberty functionalities would be ready before the closing of the 3GPP release, so that they could be reused by 3GPP. 

3 Proposal

In order to avoid having two parallel standardization paths which would provide a solution for the same problem, we suggest therefore that 3GPP concentrates its working activities from now until the end of the Release 6 in those parts which are 3GPP specific and will not be developed by Liberty (Profile definitions, completion of the Create/Delete procedures - probably as an extension of the DST Query and Modify procedures, currently adopted for the Rp and Rg Query and Modify procedures etc), and adopt the new functionality specified by Liberty which should be publicly available before the end of the release.

The fact that the new Liberty release will fulfill the 3GPP GUP requirements shall be ensured by means of the individual contributions of the 3GPP members in Liberty. These contributions could be agreed in advance inside of 3GPP and then introduced in Liberty by any Liberty and 3GPP member. 

