3GPP TSG CN WG4 Meeting #22
N4-040125

Atlanta, USA, 16th – 20th February 2004
Source:
Nokia
Title:
TS 29.240,  Alignment with Liberty ID-WSF
Agenda item:
6.2 
Document for:
Discussion and Approval
1 Introduction

This contribution calls for a resolution to the question about usage of Liberty Alliance Project Identity Web Services Framework (ID-WSF) in GUP. It was proposed in the last SA2 meeting that the Rg reference point would be specified in compliance with the Liberty ID-WSF. However SA2 postponed the decision to this co-located CN4/SA2 meeting and wished to hear the view of CN4. The CN4#21 document N4-031362 by Nokia discussed the Liberty ID-WSF usage in GUP. Utilising Liberty ID-WSF instead of creating a non-compliant but functionally overlapping specification provides clear benefits for all parties involved.

A conference call on GUP was arranged on 29th January for interested CN4 delegates. The meeting's conclusions regarding the Liberty specifications were recorded as:

Working assumption till we receive feedback from CN and SA: 
Liberty Alliance specification are referenced in GUP specification. 
Currently the following Liberty Alliance specifications are identified: 
     ID-WSF Data Services 
     ID-WSF Discovery Service 
     ID-WSF Security Mechanism 
     ID-WSF SOAP Binding 
     Liberty SASL based SOAP AuthN 
SA3 has to be contacted to clarify the security requirements.

However also some concerns were raised by CN4 delegates about the Liberty specifications related IPR issues and working procedures in the further development of Liberty ID-WSF and a LS to CN and SA plenaries was decided to be written to clarify the situation. We are confident that these issues can be resolved in a satisfactory way between 3GPP and Liberty Alliance Project (LAP). It is naturally in the interest of LAP that its specifications are widely used in the industry. It is also clear to all that 3GPP can utilise Liberty specifications only if appropriate agreements exist. We have already started discussions within Liberty Alliance Group to further clarify the 3GPP relationship. Obviously those companies that are members in both organisations will be advocating alignment of the specifications and 3GPP requirements recognition in LAP.

The basic idea in using Liberty ID-WSF is that a few of those specifications (see above) are referenced in GUP specifications (and in the schemas). CN4 can however define in GUP specifications all required additional functions which do not exist in Liberty ID-WSF (e.g. create and delete procedures). This may also involve utilising extension mechanisms of Liberty ID-WSF.

The reference points Rg and Rp defined in TS 23.240 have very similar procedures. Proxy and redirect modes of operation have been identified. Hence it is our view that the most sensible way to define Rg and Rp is to apply Liberty ID-WSF to both of them. This would simplify the GUP server and application design and bring considerable savings also in the specification work.

2 Proposal

It is proposed that CN4 would decide as a working assumption to apply Liberty ID-WSF in both Rg and Rp reference point definition in TS 29.240. This decision can be changed of course if unresolvable legal problems are found between Liberty Alliance Project and 3GPP.

