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High Level Document Summary: 

From:

GSMA CPWP

To:

3GPP SA2

CC:

3GPP SA5 (SWG-B), 3GPP CN1, 3GPP CN4, GSMA TADIG

Subject:
Re: LS Response to "Inclusion of IMS Signalling Indicator in S-CDR"

GSMA CPWP thanks 3GPP SA2 for the comprehensive assessment given in TDoc S2-032741. 

We’d like to re-emphasise that our requirement related to charging in a roaming situation: 

As we understand the IMS architecture defined in TS 23.228 et alt., a roaming scenario based upon Visited GGSN roaming is promoted. However, given the fact that most (if not all) implementations of GPRS roaming currently rely on Home GGSN roaming, we consider it as likely that  most operators will also launch IMS roaming based on the existing  PS roaming infrastructure. A switch to Visited GGSN roaming is unlikely from our perspective, because many home operators have implemented custom service control and charging mechanism which take advantage of the fact that the GGSN is under control of the home operator. 

For Home GGSN roaming in turn, the visited operator must charge the underlying PS bearer usage based upon S-CDRs. This raises the issue how PS bearer usage related to IMS signalling will be charged in a roaming situation.  By default this will be charged by the standard inter operator tariff for PS bearer usage.

Dependant on the tariffing scheme applied by the visited operator significant costs may be levied on the home network for roaming IMS subscribers, even if from a user perspective no service invocation has taken place. For some tariffing schemes (e.g. duration based) these “basic IMS mobility costs” may cause severe commercial problems for the home network and discourage them to deploy IMS roaming. 

Therefore we still think that a signalling indicator on the S-CDR is needed in order as it may enable the Visited network to set separate charges for IMS signalling and pure application traffic.  
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