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This contribution gives the CN4 chairman's (biased) view of the highlights from the CN #18 and SA #18 meetings which are likely to be interesting for CN4. The official MCC report is available on the 3GPP web site.

In CN, almost all the corrections to Release 4 and earlier specifications were essential corrections; the only exceptions were a few CRs (with mirrors) which were to remedy the incorrect implementation of a previously agreed CR. SA working groups have also taken note of the rejection of many non-critical corrections in SA #17, and have applied stricter filters to corrections on Release 4 and earlier. Having said that, the number of CRs against Release 4 and earlier is still higher than we would like; GPRS has the doubtful distinction of attracting the largest number of corrective CRs.

As expected, the number of CRs to tidy up Release 5, especially in the IMS area from CN1 and CN4, was high again. However both groups believe that the level of corrections should fall from now on; CN1 have decided to stop maintaining the list of open issues on IMS, because the only major item which remains is the alignment of 24.228 with 24.229. A significant issue for CN4 is the lack of clear guidance from SA2 on the details of subscribed media which need to be transferred over the Sh interface. CN approved an LS to SA (which was forwarded to SA1 & SA2) to prompt them to provide this information from their meetings in January 2003; this should lead to liaisons to be discussed at this meeting of CN4.

One CR from CN1 was referred back to them to allow discussion with CN4; the CR has a potential impact on the Sh interface protocol, which needs to be resolved.

Most of the open issues on the way in which 3GPP uses SIP (which caused strong concerns in IETF) were resolved by CRs from CN1. An LS to IETF (drafted by CN) was endorsed by SA; one of the proposals in the LS was for a joint workshop of experts from 3GPP and IETF; this workshop took place on 27 & 28 January in San Francisco, immediately after the SA1 & SA2 meetings in the same city.

All CRs from CN4 were approved, including three which triggered the creation of 29.002 version 6.0.0. CN decided that these CRs should be implemented, because the pain of managing the implementation later is greater than the pain of creating and maintaining an extra version of 29.002.

CN decided that editorial CRs to Release 5 will no longer be allowed. The door is open for "nice to have" corrections to Release 5 at CN #19 (March 2003), but we should not rely on it remaining open after March!

In his report to SA, the CN chairman raised the concern that life is made more difficult for CN working groups by the late introduction of new requirements from other groups (especially in SA). The main trigger for this was a proposal to allow access to IMS services for subscribers with a SIM (as distinct from a USIM) as part of Release 5.

For Release 6, we can expect to see a work item for interworking with Wireless LAN as an access method for 3GPP. CN agreed that CN4 should be the lead WG on this.

CN accepted the principle that minor formal errors in ASN.1 protocol definitions for Release 99 should not be automatically ruled out; the effort required to ensure that all implementers correct an error in the same way without a CR is much greater than the effort required to process the CR.

CN agreed to recommend to SA1 that SS barring of SMS in the packet domain should be treated as a new feature for Release 6; further, that SS control procedures (registration/erasure/activation/deactivation/interrogation) should not be specified for the SGSN as a relay node between the UE and the HLR.

CN approved the Work Item Descriptions for the protocol development for the Mn and Mp interfaces. CN also approved the Work Item Descriptions for the protocol development for the Ze interface, after two more companies had offered to support the work.

SA approved a Release 6 Work Item Description for the enhancement of Dialled Services in CAMEL; it is for study in CN2 whether this could be treated as an addition to CAMEL phase 4 or the trigger for CAMEL phase 5. The lead WG for this work will be CN2, but CN4 will also be involved. We can expect to see the WID for the CN work at this CN4 meeting.

In its review of the 3GPP work plan for Release 6, SA noted that most of the stage 2 work is expected to be complete in March or June 2003; the stage 3 work would need another 6 months after that. However SA decided to wait for a more detailed review of expected completion dates at SA #19 before announcing the target date for putting Release 6 to bed. As part of the input to this review, the MCC will prepare a list of the features which would be part of Release 6 for each of four candidate dates: June 2003, September 2003, December 2003 and March 2004.

The Future Evolution ad hoc group made very slow progress; even the election of the chairman (from one candidate!) proved contentious, but at the end of the SA meeting we had an elected chairman and an appointed rapporteur for the TR which will be the main output of the group.

Working Group chairs were asked to assess the level and separation of participation in IMS and non-IMS sessions in working groups; this will be used as input to a process of considering how CN working groups might be re-organised. The reduction in the MCC budget for 2003 means that we will no longer be able to rely on MCC support for "extra" meetings (i.e. those besides the 4 sets of collocated meetings already planned for 2003).

CN agreed that the set of collocated CN WG meetings planned for August in Sophia Antipolis should be moved to the week 25 – 29 August (growls from UK delegates, who will have to work on a public holiday…). CN5 will join CN1 – CN4 for both the May meetings (which will most probably be in San Diego) and the August meetings.

CN5 proposed to limit themselves to presenting CRs for approval at only the March and September CN plenary meetings. Several concerns were raised at this proposal, and CN5 were asked to reconsider.

The elections for the chairs and vice-chairs of the TSGs are due in March. PCG decided to suspend the article of the 3GPP working procedures which limits a TSG chairman or vice-chairman to two successive terms of office (unless there is no competing candidate); this article would have prevented one vice-chairman of RAN, the chairman and one vice-chairman of SA, and the chairman and both vice-chairmen of T from standing. The chairman and both vice-chairmen of CN will stand for re-election; none has served two full terms.

