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We see that the Generic User Profile (GUP) work in SA1 and SA2 has now progressed to a point where it is appropriate for CN4 to start the GUP work as well. The target for finalising GUP stage 3 should in our view be 09/2003.

The GUP is the collection of user related data which affects the way in which an individual user experiences services and which may be accessed in a standardised manner. This definition implies a standardised protocol with generic operations but in most part service specific data. In addition to profile read and modify features GUP has requirements for full management of the user profiles including creation and deletion of the profile or its components. Also synchronisation as well as access and privacy control capabilities are required.

The specification work of the GUP has happened in several 3GPP working groups:  

· SA1 has finalised the Service Requirements for GUP in TS 22.240 and sent the document to the SA plenary for approval. SA1#19 also approved a requirement for GUP support for the IMS user related data i.e. HSS data (S1-030182). This requirement is in TS 22.228.

· SA2 has started the specification of stage 2 GUP Architecture (TS 23.240) including at this moment the definition of the GUP Reference Architecture with two reference points (Rg and Rp) and the GUP Server functional element.  Furthermore, the provisional descriptions of GUP Procedures of Rp interface have been agreed.    

· T2 has started the specification of generic Data Description Method (DDM) for GUP (TS 23.241) based on XML Schema including at this moment the high level definition of the DDM structure.  Furthermore a document Common Objects (TS 24.241) is to be created defining the most common used data types e.g. for public and private user identities.

The agreed reference architecture (S2-023499r2) is shown in the figure below.
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GUP reference architecture

The abbreviations in the figure are GUP Access Point (GAP), Component Location Broker (CLB), Profile Authorisation & Authentication Control (PAAC) and Repository Access Function (RAF).
The GUP Work item description (see attachment) states that CN4 has the responsibility for the GUP Network TS 29.240 specification. In our view the GUP work in CN4 would include at least:

· Selection of protocols used with GUP Rg and Rp Interfaces 
· Detailed definition of GUP Procedures

· Other protocol details and error handling

· Usage of generic GUP Rp Interface in the HSS

· Definition of HSS specific GUP data according to the GUP DDM 

We see that the functionality of the Rg and Rp are close to each other. This does not necessarily imply that the applied protocols would be the same but of course that would bring some benefits. In our opinion it is important to align GUP with other industry efforts e.g. in Liberty Alliance (http://www.projectliberty.org) and in Open Mobile Alliance (http://www.openmobilealliance.org/).

We suggest that the meeting would have an initial discussion on the GUP work and especially on the reference points Rg and Rp and to agree upon the way forward. E-mail discussion between the meetings about e.g. the protocol selection would be helpful. Nokia is willing to contribute to this work. 

Attachments:

· GUP Work Item Description (SA1) (SP-020816.zip)

· DDM Work Item Description (T2) (TP-020275.zip)

· 3GPP TS 22.240 V1.3.0: Stage 1 Service Requirement for the 3GPP Generic User Profile (GUP) (S1-030208.zip)

· 3GPP TS 23.240 V0.9.1: 3GPP Generic User Profile - Architecture; Stage 2 (S2-023499r2.zip)
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