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1. Overall Description:

CN4 thanks RAN3 for their LS R3-022065 on Clarifications on the IP “Modify Bearer” Procedure and is pleased to provide the requested information.

Within this LS, RAN3 requested further information on the following question:
RAN3 would like to know what is the function that ALCAP signalling does provide when ATM transport option is used that allows to indicate that arriving PDUs transport the new or old payload within Iu-FP. 

In ALCAP, the “Modify Bearer” procedure provides a trigger for the switch-over between transparent mode and support mode of the IuUP, although the mode of IuUP is not directly indicated in ALCAP signalling. The MGW and the RNC are informed by out-of-band signalling that a switch-over may occur beforehand. While the “Modify Bearer” procedure is executed, the user plane traffic is interrupted, and it is therefore guaranteed that the mode of PDUs arriving at the MGW is always known.

In the case of IP transport, no trigger is currently available to indicate when the switch-over takes place. 

The foreseen problem for the CN is that in a change between transparent mode and support mode the MGW needs a given point in time where it shall start to give consideration to transparent mode data on the Iu interface.
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