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1. Overall Description:

CN4 found that a “Modify Bearer” procedure is required to synchronise the switch-over between different codec and/or bearer characteristics during a codec modification and codec re-negotiation.

The “Modify Bearer” procedure is used to synchronise user plane changes, e.g. in case of a switch-over between UP framing protocol Transparent Mode and Support Mode.

The “Modify Bearer” procedure is also used to synchronise the start of the UP framing protocol initialisation.

The “Modify Bearer” procedure may also be used to reserve resources.

For AAL2 transport, ALCAP signalling provides this functionality.

For IP transport, this functionality is currently lacking.

More information is contained in the attached TDOC N4-020830 and CR N4-020832, which were agreed by TSG CN4.
2. Actions:

To CN3 group.

ACTION: 

CN4 asks TSG CN3 to investigate how a “Modify Bearer” procedure can be provided for IP transport for the Nb interface starting with Release 4.

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 

CN4 asks TSG RAN3 to investigate how a “Modify Bearer” procedure can be provided for IP transport for the Iu interface starting with Release 5.
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