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1. Overall Description:

CN4 have found a minor problem which occurs during an inter‑SGSN Routeing Area Update (RAU) which results in a small delay in creating a new S‑CDR and the user not being charged for PDP Context data transferred during this time period.

In more detail, during an inter‑SGSN RAU, the PDP context information is transferred from the old SGSN to the new SGSN. Currently, the Charging Characteristics (CC) are transferred to the new SGSN by the HLR in the Insert Subscriber Data message and the new SGSN can actually receive data before it has received the CC from the HLR. This means that no CC are known for the subscriber's data and therefore the subscriber cannot be charged appropriately during the time it takes the HLR to send the Insert Subscriber Data message to the SGSN. This time period varies, particularly for subscribers who are roaming, but is estimated to be no more than two seconds. This is currently not in line with TS 32.215.

CN4 is having problems deciding how frequent and serious a problem this is and whether it justifies a CR being agreed to the frozen Release 4 (see attachment N4‑020932.ZIP, which is under discussion in CN4). CN4 can agree to a fix for Release 5.

2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 
CN4 kindly asks SA5 to analyse the problem and to inform CN4 on the severity of this and whether SA5 believe it needs to be fixed in Release 4.

3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4 #16
23rd Sep. – 27th Sep. 2002

Miami, Florida, USA
CN4 #17
11th Nov. – 15th Nov. 2002

Bangkok, Thailand
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