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1. Overall Description:

SA5 would like to thank CN3 for their LS (N3-020507/S5-020442) on "Distribution of IMS Charging ID (ICID) from PCF/P-CSCF to GGSN".

SA5 would further like to provide the following answers to the questions raised by CN3:

1. The format of ICID is specified to be an OCTET STRING.  The ICID is made up of a 32-bit running count, followed by the IP-address of the node that generates the ICID. (Details of encoding and ordering of the octets can be found in the attachment/will be provided after next SA5-meeting)

2. ICID is needed in the post-processing of GPRS CDRs in order to perform pre-sorting of GPRS CDRs belonging to the same IMS session. For this purpose it is not sufficient to mark the GPRS CDRs with a simple flag when the Go-interface has been used. 

3. SA5 is aware of the discussions related to multiplexing of several IMS sessions on one PSP context. However, it is SA5’s understanding that according to lately approved CRs in SA2, multiple IMS sessions for one PDP context should not be allowed; at least not in Rel-5.
Please note that the current specification of ICID supports both IPv4 and IPv6, but SA5 requests guidance whether or not the support of IPv4 in IMS is required. Specifications TS 23.221 (only IPv6 supported) and TS 24.229 (both IPv4 and IPv6 supported) seem to be contradicting on this issue.
2. Actions:

To CN3 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 kindly asks CN3 to note the above information and ensure compliance with CN3 specifications.

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
SA5 kindly requests clarification whether or not the support of IPv4 in IMS, particularly for the ICID, is required. 
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