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This Liaison Statement is a complement to the LS already sent at the CN4#12 meeting to T2 (N4-020187 – attach to this LS).

The CN4 meeting has identified additional drawbacks if the MAP SEND ROUTING FOR SM solution is used by the MMS relay/server to retrieve the recipient subscriber’s IMSI. Therefore CN4 would like to complete the previous response in order to give all relevant information to the T2 group.

In addition to the drawbacks already listed in the previous LS, the CN4 group would like to add that with the MAP SEND ROUTING FOR SM message:

· there are cases where the HLR won’t return the IMSI to the MMS relay/server (e.g. if the subscriber is not attached to any network and no VMSC address is stored in his profile in the HLR);
This means that the MMS Server will not receive the IMSI in all cases.

· there are cases where the HLR will send additional useless MAP messages (MAP INFORM SERVICE CENTER) to the MMS relay/server, as inheritance of the SMS procedures (e.g. when the subscriber is not reachable). 
From a signalling point of view, this is a minor issue since the additional message is sent within the same TCAP message as a separate Invoke component. The MMS relay/server will nevertheless have to ignore the additional message.

From the CN4 point of view, the SEND ROUTING INFORMATION FOR SM is still the “least undesirable” solution. But from a service point of view, it is up to the T2 group to state whether these two points are acceptable.

If the SEND ROUTING INFORMATION FOR SM solution is chosen, the T2 group may specify the handling of the interrogating MMS relay/server if the IMSI address of the recipient subscriber isn’t returned (e.g. several interrogations of the HLR if no successful answer given).

