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1. Overall Description:

T2 is discussing address resolution in Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) for Release 5 (TS 23.140).

MMS is a new service, which has no direct equivalent in the previous ETSI/GSM world or in the fixed network world. Multimedia messaging may encompass many different network types. The Internet protocol and its associated set of messaging protocols shall provide the basis of connectivity between these different networks. This approach enables messaging in 2G and 3G wireless networks to be compatible with messaging systems found on the Internet. Such connectivity however presents a number of addressing challenges.

MMS shall support the use of e-mail addresses (RFC 822), or MSISDN (E.164), or both, to address the recipient of a multimedia message (MM). In the case of e-mail addresses, standard Internet message routing should be used. According to this approach, each multimedia messaging service environment (MMSE) should be assigned a unique domain name (e.g. mms.operatora.net). 

The usage of MSISDN for addressing a recipient in a different MMS service provider's domain shall also be possible. Consequently, the need of MSISDN translation to a routable address has been identified. T2 considers ENUM as a proper solution for such translation. However since ENUM solutions will not be deployed within the Release 5 timeframe, an alternative for ENUM is required. The alternative solution will have to support Mobile Number Portability scenarios.

T2 considers address resolution using IMSI (E.212) for unique identification of a subscriber’s operator domain (MMSE). The leading digits (MCC + MNC) of the IMSI would be mapped to a MMSE domain name. In this end, an MMSE must resolve the IMSI for a given MSISDN. 

T2 has identified 2 possible operations in the MAP specification (TS 29.002 V4.1.0) to resolve the IMSI for a given MSISDN.

1. MAP-SEND-ROUTING-INFO-FOR-SM 

2. MAP-SEND-IMSI 

It is however believed that both operations may have certain limitations or restrictions in their usage.

T2 kindly requests guidance on how to ensure IMSI resolution based on Global title (MSISDN) for an MMSE.

2. Actions:

To CN4 group.

ACTION: 
 

T2 kindly requests guidance on how to ensure IMSI resolution based on Global title (MSISDN) for an MMSE, nd requests CN4 to provide any limitations or restrictions in the use of either of the two MAP operations described above. 

CN4 is invited to present alternative suggestions, if a better solution is available.
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