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1. Overall Description:

CN1 thanks CN4 for their LS N4-011217 ‘LS On the handling of the Protocol Configuration Options IE’.

In this Liaison, CN4 informs CN1 about ongoing discussions concerning the Protocol configuration options IE available in a number of session management messages, and asks for CN1s opinion in the matter.

CN1 has discussed the issue identified by CN4 and has reached the following conclusion:

1. By definition, the PCO IE is a ‘container’ sent between UE and GGSN transparently to the SGSN. It is CN1’s understanding that, the SGSN shall treat this IE conditionally: if it is received, then it shall be transmitted without any modifications. 


2. It was also identified that, TS 24.008 does not mandate a PCO IE in the Active PDP Context Response/Reject messages when the MS includes a PCO IE in the Activate PDP Context Request message. Therefore, it’s up to the GGSN to decide whether it has to send a PCO IE back to the mobile or not. 

2. Actions: 

To CN4 group.

ACTION: 
CN1 recommends CN4 to continue their work taking into account this answer from CN1.

In case CN4 experience interworking problems between the UE and GGSN or between the UE and external PDN due to the Protocol configuration options information element, CN1 would like to be informed and determine if 24.008 needs clarifications.


3. Date of Next CN1 Meeting:
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