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19.2.1 General

The handover or relocation between different MSCs is called Inter-MSC handover. The interfaces involved for Inter-MSC handover are shown in figure 19.2/1. Following two Inter-MSC handover procedures apply:

1)
Basic Inter-MSC handover:


The call is handed over from the controlling MSC, called MSC-A to another MSC, called MSC-B (figure 19.2/1a).


Figure 19.2/2 shows a successful handover between MSC-A and MSC-B including a request for handover number allocation by MSC-B to VLR-B.

2)
Subsequent Inter-MSC handover:


After the call has been handed over from MSC-A to MSC-B, a handover to either MSC-A (figure 19.2/1a) or to a third MSC (MSC-B') (figure 19.2/1b) is necessary in order to continue the connection.

Figure 19.2/3 shows a successful subsequent handover.

+------+   E   +------+   B   +------+
¦MSC-A +---+---¦MSC-B +---+---¦VLR-B ¦
+------+       +------+       +------+

a) Basic handover procedure MSC-A to MSC-B and subsequent handover procedure MSC-B to MSC-A.

+------+   E   +------+   B   +------+
¦ MSC-A+---+---¦MSC-B +---+---¦VLR-B ¦
+------+       +------+       +------+
   ¦       E   +------+   B   +------+
   +-------+---¦MSC-B'+---+---¦VLR-B'¦
               +------+       +------+

b) Subsequent handover procedure MSC-B to MSC-B'.

Figure 19.2/1: Interface structure for handover

The MAP handover procedures achieve the functionality required to set up an MSC-MSC dialogue, to optionally allocate a handover number or one or several relocation numbers and to transport BSSAP or RANAP messages.
Intersystem MSC handover, i.e. GSM BSS to UTRAN shall be supported using MAP AC version 3. Only MAP AC version 3 will allow successful subsequent intra MSC-B handovers/relocations.

MAP AC version 1 is not supported by a 3G MSC.
The transported BSSAP or RANAP messages are controlled and handled by the Handover Control Application in the MSCs. This information will be transparent to the MAP protocol. If the MSC receives via the MAP protocol BSSAP or RANAP messages, this information will be forwarded to the Handover Control Application (shown in the handover SDL diagrams with the internal HO_CA signalling, it is an internal process in the MSC) and vice versa if the Handover Control Application requires the sending of BSSAP or RANAP messages via the MAP protocol.

For detailed interworking between the A-interface and MAP procedures or the Iu-interface and MAP procedures, see 3G TS 23.009 and 3G TS 29.010.
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