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1. Overall Description:

CN4 kindly thanks SA4 for their reply (S4-000554) regarding support of DTX and also the request for support of SID frames for other EFR codecs. The latter point (Action 2) is noted. Regarding the first point (Action 1) CN4 would like to provide comment.

This has also been discussed by the TrFo/TFO workshop. It is understood that it would be beneficial to be able to control SCR explicitly (option 2) but the solution considered by the workshop would require an extra bit in the CC protocol message for the Selected Codec. This is carried in the NAS Synchronisation Id (NSI) parameter in RANAP messages RAB Assignment & Relocation Request. As this has not been perfomed yet (standardisation required in CN1, RAN3 and RAN2), and it would require that SID & No_DATA are initialised in any case (if bit set or not) then the first requirement is that these SDUs are mandatory. Then, when no bit is included (if we do not achieve the update in R99 or R4) the UE shall assume mandatory SCR. When the bit is included then the “SCR off” can be supported.

It should also be noted that the UE shall always be able to support DL DTX – i.e. always be prepared to receive DTX frames, so the extra bit to control SCR is only for UL (sending) of DTX frames. If this is not accepted then Out Of Band negotiation of DTX support would be required and this is an considered unnecessary complication which is not supported by the Out Of Band codec negotiation procedures (3GPP or ITU BICC).

2. Actions:

To TSG SA4:

ACTION: 
TSG_CN WG4 asks TSG SA WG4 to consider the above comments and requirements.
To TSG CN1:

ACTION: 
TSG_CN WG4 asks TSG CN WG1 to consider the above requirements for control of SCR by adding an extra 1 bit control field to be sent along with the Selected Codec Message in the NSI field in RANAP.

To TSG RAN3:

ACTION: 
TSG_N WG4 asks TSG RAN WG3 to consider the addition of an extra bit to the NSI field.

To TSG RAN2:

ACTION: 
TSG_N WG4 asks TSG RAN WG2 to consider the addition of an extra bit to the NSI field.

3. Attachments:

S4-000554 – LS to CN4 (LS response to "LS on Codec Requirements to UMTS UEs  /  
Mandatory Subflow Combinations for SID and NO_DATA frames for speech calls")
