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1. Introduction
The WI Bearer Independent Architecture is planed to be part of the UMTS R4. The introduction of this new architecture (the split of the MSC into the MSC server and the Media Gateway) and the use of new protocols introduce new concepts : the links between call control, bearer control and transport are broken.

France Telecom would like to raise some questions concerning this new architecture and would like to have the position of the CN4 group on the different topics mentioned below.

2. Discussion

Question 1 : Bearer Control

France Telecom have some concerns about the bearer control for the establishment of a transaction. In the following example resources are negotiated between the GMSC Server and the MGW1, and between the VMSC Server and the MGWn, but how are negotiated transport resources for the "transit" part of the call? Which protocol could be used for this negotiation (BCP?)?
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Question 2 : BICC / SIP-T

· Is one protocol better than the other according to the architecture environment/constraints? (SIP is already used for the PS domain, SIP-T can only be carried by IP…)

· Do we all agree that this protocol shall be unique?

From an operator point of view, the fact that a single call control protocol is used at this interface is necessary to deal with interconnection with other operator.

Question 3 : performances

Where is it stated that the performances with this new architecture shall be at least as good as the performances provided by the "classical architecture" (non split MSC).

Is there a risk that the multiplication of protocols and interfaces slows down the call establishment? (BICC or SIP-T for the Call Control, H.248 for the Transport Control and BCP? for the Bearer Control between Media Gateway).

Question 4 : H.248

According to the TS 29.232, only IP/SCTP and ATM/MTP3B can carried H.248. Is the SS7 (MTP/SCCP) solution already rejected?

3. Conclusion

Some clarification is needed concerning the above questions. If an agreement is reached, France Telecom is willing to provide the according CR to the specification.

