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Lucent technologies proposes in Tdoc N4-000323 to remove the PT bit, used to multiplex the GTP' protocol on UDP/IP paths carrying GTP-C and GTP-U, after the assignment of new port numbers has made the case for a separation of the accounting data collection protocol GTP' from the control protocol and the user protocol.

This has distinct benefits in that:

· The GTP' protocols will be directed to port 3386 only (or a port assigned via OA&M), and therefore will not interfere with R'99 GTP user and control part handling (hence faster user plane processing and control plane processing).

· Current specifications of GTP' are not affected, since GTP' would be unchanged, as it is now using port 3386 (or a port assigned via OA&M).

· Both GTP' and GTP spec would be ready for immediate implementation, without any outstanding issue.

· Charging Gateways deployed for R98 will not be affected and seamlessly evolve to R'99, thus the maximising (backward compatibility / Cost)  Ratio in introducing R'99 in operators' networks.

· Fits the need not to check the PT bit on the Iu interface, where GTP' does not need to be carried

If we (CN 4) will not accept this CR, GTP and GTP' nodes may have to listen on 3 UDP ports and check for GTP' messages on all of them. A R'98 receiving end of a GTP' message is not guaranteed to listen on the new port numbers. For this reason a fallback mechanism will need to be defined, and this will take some time, or S5 may like not to do that and prefer not to change the spec, in which case we will need to come back in some months and change the 29.060 specs (and the implementations) according to what Lucent proposes now, at a time when this will become more painful.

The picture below summarises the issue at hands:
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We would like to ask CN4 to consider the option not to accept at this meeting the CR only if the opponents have a solution ready without possibility of failure and further delays in the standardisation process, in view of the need to have stable specs.
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