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N4_TrFO/TFO thank RAN3 for their LS (R3-002306/N4-000703). An example where a change to codec type (sending of NSI required) is needed but the RAB re-establishment is not required is when changing from UMTS AMR to GSM AMR. In this case the SDU formats are the same and so also is the speech encoding, only the rate control periodicity is changed. In such a special case there is no synchronisation problems perceived.

This is a requirement for R99 because we can have R00 mobiles which support both GSM AMR and UMTS AMR and need the NSI support is R99. This request was made along with the initial request to support NSI for R99. The modification with RAB re-assignment is required when a TRAU exists also, in fact this is the more common case for the support of TFO between UMTS and GSM (i.e. the far end performs a relocation from UMTS to GSM).

In other cases there could be synchronisation problems and CN4_TrFO/TFO understands that solutions to this should be considered by our WG. It would then be up to the MSC to determine if a RAB modification is needed.

One solution would be to allow the RNC to not re-initialise the RAB when the RAB parameters in the RAB Assignment (modify) have not changed – i.e. only NSI is applicable. A more useful solution would be to make the RAB parameters optional, and add the RAB Assignment type for NSI only.

