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1. Overall Description:

During RAN3#44, RAN3 reviewed the status and support for the Release 6 network-initiated SCUDIF from Iu interface perspective.

Based on the discussion papers in R3-041292 and R3-041318, RAN3 discussed how currently the stage 2 TS 23.172 fulfils the stage 1 requirement for network-initiated SCUDIF (see section 7.2.1 of TS 22.101).

RAN3 came to the conclusion that the current solution described in TS 23.172 (section 4.2.5) does not fulfil completely the stage 1 requirement for the following main reasons:

· The solution for network initiated service change from speech to multimedia is not described at all.

· The current solution for the network initiated fallback from multimedia to speech is not the best one as it relies on difficult assumptions:

· The usage of certain value of the Service Handover IE field, because it is misused to enable the trigger of handover upon detection of lack of resource instead of preventing it,.

· The reuse of relocation messages to signal the need to fallback to speech whereas the radio conditions for the fallback may be set differently compared to relocation,

· The lack of clear indication for the CN to understand that a fallback process is requested when it receives the RANAP RELOCATION REQUIRED message from the RNC because it cannot differentiate from a usual radio reason handover.

To improve the network-initiated fallback from CS multimedia to speech, as well as fully support the network-initiated service change from CS speech to multimedia, RAN3 discussed one possible solution from RANAP perspective as described in R3-041292 and in R3-041318: 

· A new optional flag indicating the network-initiated service change possibility in RAB ASSIGNMENT REQUEST and RELOCATION REQUEST message to the RNC, so that the RNC knows whether it can later indicate to the MSC for this RAB the existence of suitable radio conditions for a service change.

· The re-use of RAB MODIFY REQUEST message with a new optional IE (cause or flag) to indicate to the MSC the existence of suitable conditions for a service change (fallback to speech or upgrade to multimedia) for a given RAB, for which the network-initiated service change possibility was indicated to the RNC beforehand.

2. Actions: 

To CN3, CN4 and SA2 groups:

· RAN3 would like to ask CN3 to consider RAN3 reasoning and update the stage 2 TS 23.172, based on the possible solution discussed by RAN3.

· RAN3 would like to ask CN4 to check potential impact of the solution discussed by RAN3 to MAP protocol for the inter-MSC cases e.g. when BSSAP is used in E-interface.

· RAN3 would like to inform SA2 about the discussion on this topic and welcome any comment from SA2’s overall architecture perspective. 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN 3 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #45 

15 – 19 November 2004, Shin-Yokohama, Japan

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #46 

14 – 18 February 2005, Phoenix, USA










































