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1 Introduction

In CN#18 Plenary Meeting it was agreed:

“The following process was agreed.

In the CN3 Feb 2003 meeting CN3 could study how the information is imported into 29.163. The Ericsson proposal can be used as a basis.

In the CN3 May meeting CN3 will do a re-synchronization with the output of the ITU-T.  Although 29.163 will proceed as a self contained document, 3GPP should strive for as much alignment as possible.

The plan should be to have 29.163 presented for information in June 2003, and approval in September 2002.

The long term plan is to remove the 3GPP specific material and replace it with a reference to  Q.1912.SIP in order to avoid deviations between the ITU and 3GPP worlds. This will be done only if it is possible to do so.”
Also, in the chairman’s executive summary we can read: 

“Alignment with ITU and incorporation of Q.1912.SIP by reference are long-term goals.”

2 Discussion
The argument in the origin for creating a separate 3GPP document was that there was the risk that ITU-T work would not be completed in time for release 6 timeframe. This uncertainty caused 3GPP to develop its own document to ensure that the functionality was completed in Release 6.

ITU-T has completed this work in the last plenary meeting in September. The document is been officially called Q.1912.5. Hence, the uncertainty is gone. 

Neither SIP nor ISUP nor BICC are 3GPP owned protocols - so it makes no sense for 3GPP to have their own interworking document when one is available from the group with ownership of BICC and ISUP. 

All the other 3GPP BICC/ISUP documents are just deltas to ITU-T. And now, with the work completed in SG11 there is no reason to make an exception for SIP/ISUP interworking. 

Important and necessary work has also been done in CN3 to determine and document the deltas with Q.1912 which are necessary for the 3GPP environment. This includes some features in Q.1912 which are not necessary in 3GPP and also some areas where different behaviour is required.

It is time to complete plenary mandate, and proceed to “remove 3GPP specific material and replace it with a reference to Q.1912.SIP”

3 Conclusion
It is proposed to accept in principle the replacement of the relevant 29.163 text for a reference to Q.1912.5 for the reasons detailed above. The 3GPP document would contain the necessary deltas so that there would be no technical change in the 3GPP requirements as a result of this activity. If this is agreed, Nortel will be happy to contribute in that sense in the following meeting.

A separate task, which should continue in any case, is to ensure that the technical differences between 3GPP requirements and ITU-T are kept to a minimum.

