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Introduction

As part of the CN3 work item on interworking between IMS and external IP networks, a TR on interworking between the 3GPP profile of SIP and non-3GPP SIP has been created. A number of issues have been identified which are directly related to how SIP is used for end-to-end call control in 3GPP. From the beginning it was assumed that the TR had to be developed in close cooperation with CN1. At the recent CN1#26bis meeting in Munich the TR was reviewed, and a discussion emerged as to how the work on the TR could best be continued.

A number of alternatives have been mentioned, all of which implying a considerable CN1 involvement, e.g.:

1. The work on interworking and related SIP issues  proceed in parallell in CN1 and CN3. Changes done in one group impacting the other group are communicated either informally or by LS’s.

2. The work continues  by means of  joint sessions covering the related CN1/CN3 issues.

3. The responsibility for the TR is transferred from CN3 to CN1. The work in the two groups would mainly be decoupled. CN3 could refer to the relevant CN1 documents in TS 29.162, and, if necessary, use them as a base for further work on TS 29.162. 

Below are some considerations that may suggest that alternative 3 is a practical way forward:

· CN1 is the SIP expert group in 3GPP. Hence, we would expect that CN1 is able to progress the work on the TR quickly and reliably. CN3 would also be able to proceed with the other parts of TS 29.162.

· The TR is closely dependent on the  the SIP usage and signalling flows specified by CN1 in e.g. TS 24.228 and TS 24.229.  Changes in these specifications may be necessary in order to solve/eliminate certain interworking issues. If CN1 owns the TR, changes may be done with a minimum of inter-group coordination.

· IETF and 3GPP are co-operating in the SIP area related to the concerns expressed by IETF on the way 3GPP is using SIP( see e.g. N3-020796/NP-020393).  Since CN1  is already involved in analysing IETF concerns, this  process may be more streamlined if CN1 also handles the TR.

Proposal

We would like to ask  for comments and feedback to the above statements. If alternative 3 is acceptable, the WID should be revised accordingly and submitted for approval at CN#18.

