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6
Iu and Nb User Plane

6.1
NT services

On the Iu interface and on the Nb interfaces between the access network and the IWF, the Iu and Nb user planes are used in support mode, see 3GPP TS 25.415 and 3GPP TS 29.415. Each SDU corresponds to one RLP frame and, consequently, is 576 bits long. Each SDU is transported in one Iu or Nb UP PDU of Type 1. The range of AIUR values is 14,4, 28,8, 57,6, limited by the maximum bit rate, and varies with the transmission period on the Uu interface, which is 10 ms, 20 ms or 40 ms. A change in the transmission period is signalled to the IWF through the Iu and Nb UP protocols. The Iu or Nb UP primitive Iu‑ or Nb-UP‑DATA-REQUEST is invoked each time an RLP frame is ready to be sent from the IWF towards the UE. DTX indication is not used.

If TDM is not used, then between the IWF and the fixed network (ISDN or PSTN), the Nb UP protocol is applied in support mode and the SDU size is 320 bits, transmitted every 5 ms. PDU type 0 is used.

6.2
T services

On the Iu interface, the Iu UP is used in transparent mode, see 3GPP TS 25.415. The payload of the Iu and Nb frames will consist of user data bits only for synchronous data, and RA0 synchronous bit streams for asynchronous data.

On the Iu interfaces, the payload (SDU) size is fixed, determined by the bit rate. Following table shows SDU size defined by GSM Association - IMT-2000 Steering Group (Typical Radio Interface Parameter Sets). AAL2 is used. The AAL2 SSCS layer must be supported for segmentation and re-assembly.
	Bit rate
	SDU size (= RLC PDU payload size) 

	28.8 kbit/s
	576 bits

	33.6 kbit/s
	672 bits

	32 kbit/s
	640 bits

	56/64 kbit/s
	640 bits


The primitive Iu-UP -_UNIT-DATA-REQUEST is invoked at regular intervals in order to have a constant bit rate (every SDU).

If TDM is not used at the Nb interface, then  the Nb UP protocol is applied in support mode and the SDU size is 320 bits, transmitted every 5 ms. PDU type 0 is used.
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