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Having reviewed the contributions on this subject, this document summarises some of Vodafone comments on the use of the Go Interface as well as confirming their choice of protocol. This contribution does not provide a comparison between the available protocols, e.g. COPS-PR and Diameter, as these comparisons have been extensively analysed in a number of other CN3 contributions.

Uses of the Go Interface

The primary requirement of the Go Interface is to provide for realistic charging models. In particular, the ability to provide an ''A-party pays'' charging model, as well as the ability to terminate calls correctly.

The latter requires, but not limited to:

· Indication of PDP Context Release

· Revoke Authorization for UMTS and IP Resources

Choice of protocol for the Go Interface

Diameter is the favoured choice of protocol. This choice is attributed to a number of reasons:

· Not only is it important to complete specifications in a timely manner, but it is also important to focus on minimising the time a product can be deployed following the completion of the standards and therefore achieving “shortest time to market”. (e.g. Standards for GPRS were release '97, but products started to be deployed in 2001). 

· Diameter is seen as an enhancement to RADIUS, which is currently deployed through out the Vodafone Group and is therefore seen as means to achieve "shortest time to market". 

· Diameter is currently being defined for the Cx interface. Expertise gained within the Vodafone Group may be “pooled” for the purposes of deployment and O&M of the Go Interface, i.e. an ever-increasing focus on cost effectiveness within Vodafone. 

· To reduce the amount of Operations and maintenance equipment, e.g. test, analyse and debug equipment, required for the support of new technology. 

