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1. Overall Description:

This LS is presented for information to SA2 and GERAN. TSG CN1 is kindly requested to supply additional information to these groups after this information is available. 

In its LS OSV-01043, the S2/GERAN Joint Meeting on IMS and Optimised Voice requested information on the current work status in CN3 for the „ case of a IMS user in a communication exchange to a non SIP user where a signalling translator is needed on the control plane to translate SIP messages to the call control used by the other party.“  Furthermore, this meeting assumed „that the control plane signalling transition is transparent to the end systems“, and requested a confirmation of this assumption from CN3.

In the response LS S2-012321, SA2 provided architectural guidelines and asked CN3 to take them into account. S2 also confirmed the above assumption from LS OSV-01043.

CN3 would like to thank SA2 for their guidelines and would like to confirm that the current work in CN3 takes these guidelines into account.

CN3 is pleased to present the requested information to the involved groups:

· CN3 is specifying the interworking between the ISM and PSTNs (using either ISUP or BICC) in TS 29.163. It is the intention of CN3 to keep this interworking transparent to the end system.

· CN3 is specifying the interworking between the ISM and external IP networks in TS 29.162. In Rel.5, the related work will be restricted to user plane transcoding and possibly to the interworking between SIP with the extensions of the 3GPP profile, as defined in TS 24.229, and standard SIP, as defined in RFC2543.
A joint meeting of CN1 and CN3 decided that CN1 investigates further, whether SIP with extensions of the 3GPP IMS profile and standard SIP require an interworking function in order to interoperate. At this joint meeting, it was proposed as an alternative to provide interoberability between SIP with extensions of the 3GPP profile and standard SIP within the UE; this proposal was rejected because the results of the pending investigation should be taken into account. 
For this reason, CN3 is currently not in the position to determine whether the interoperability to external IP networks will be transparent to the UE.

2. Actions:

To CN1 group.

ACTION: 
CN3 kindly asks CN1 to inform SA2 and GERAN about the results of the investigations on the necessity of providing an interworking  function between SIP with extensions of the 3GPP IMS profile and standard SIP, once the related study has been completed. CN3 also asks CN1 to inform these groups whether the interoperability to external IP networks will be transparent to the UE.

3. Date of Next CN3 Meetings:

CN3_20
26th – 30th November 2001
Cancun, Mexico.

