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1. Overall Description:

TSG-CN WG3 has identified the following intersystem handover problem with CS data calls: 

· First an inter-MSC handover is made between 3G-MSCs (from MSC-A to MSC-B, the used IWF consequently residing with MSC-A).

· Then an intra-MSC intersystem handover from UTRAN to GERAN is made within MSC-B.

· The IWF is not informed about the type of the GERAN channel, because there is no standardized mechanism to transport the GSM channel type between 3G-MSCs. Consequently, the data transmission fails after the handover. 

There is a more detailed description in the attached tdoc N3-000497.

To CN3's understanding the problem can technically be solved either with an inband action in IWF or with outband signalling between the MSCs (e.g. RANAP, BSSMAP). Currently the outband solution is supported by BSSMAP but not by RANAP. 

CN3 regards an outband signalling solution as more harmonized and consistent with the existing handover practices. 

2. Actions:

To TSG CN WG1 and TSG CN WG4:

ACTION: 
TSG-CN WG3 asks TSG CN WG1 and TSG CN WG4 to verify CN3's understanding of the problem and investigate possibilities to develop a solution based on signalling between the MSCs.

3. Attachments:

Tdoc N3-000497

