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The ECSD 32kbit/s traffic channel was specified to be used to support a 64 kbit/s transparent connection with a 2 * 32kbit/s multislot configuration. The reason for not specifying a single 32kbit/s channel was that there seemed to be no applications that would have required or could have utilized the 32kbit/s rate. 

Now the 32kbit/s rate has been specified for UMTS in order to support for example a 32kbit/s interworking with the Japanese PHS system in a video/multimedia call between a UMTS terminal and a PHS terminal. 

The availability of the 32kbit/s UDI/RDI multimedia call is justified also in GSM. It would lower the threshold of making video calls in GSM because a fully digital UDI/RDI video call could be made 

· with a single radio channel, i.e. cheaper (than at 64kbit/s) and saving radio resources, 

· with a faster setup (than with modems), 

· with a more reliable connection (than with modems), 

· with a bit higher data rate (than with modems) and 

· with less processing power required in the mobile station, expediting the introduction of integrated video phones. 

Considering that the 32kbit/s ECSD channel is specified for GSM and that the 32kbit/s UDI/RDI multimedia call is specified for UMTS, the 32kbit/s UDI/RDI multimedia for GSM is almost specified too. There are mainly artificial restrictions in some specifications preventing the use the 32kbit/s rate in GSM. 

Further, in order to be compliant with UMTS and PHS, i.e. to be able to make GSM to/from PHS video calls and GSM/UMTS video calls at 32kbit/s, it would be useful to have the 32kbit/s UDI/RDI multimedia call support in GSM, too. 

Consequently, a justification and all ingredients to have the 32kbit/s UDI/RDI multimedia also in GSM do exist. 

If the 32kbit/s UDI/RDI multimedia is specified for GSM too, slight changes are required in the following technical specifications: 22.002, 29.007, 27.001, 24.008 and 08.08. 

CN3 is requested to consider the issue and take necessary actions, e.g. liaise with S1 and SMG2 and possible other relevant groups and refine the related draft CRs. 

Related documents: Draft CRs to TS 22.002, 29.007, 27.001, 24.008 and 08.08. 

