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According to 27.001, v.3.4.0, Section B.1.12.2, the value of the WAIUR signalled by the UE cannot exceed the product of mTCH and the highest value of the ACC. For instance, the MS may not signal WAIUR=57.6 unless the mTCH=2 and TCH/F28.8 is signalled in the ACC or mTCH=4 and TCH/F14.4 is in the ACC. 

This rule has a drawback. A dual mode UMTS+GSM UE may be capable of supporting a higher user rate in UMTS than in GSM and the user may want to take advantage of this by signalling a higher value for WAIUR. As long as the user is connected through a UMTS there is no problem, because mTCH and ACC are ignored. However, if there is a handover to GSM or if the call starts in GSM, the legitimacy of the parameter combination is checked and the call may be rejected. 

Example: The UE supports up to 3 TCH/F14.4 downlink and the user is interested in connecting to an ISP through a V.90 modem. The user’s experinece is that the V.90 modem is rarely capable of reaching a higher throughput than arround 40 kbit/s, so the user finds the combination WAIUR=43.2, mTCH=3 and ACC=14.4 adequate in GSM. In UMTS, however the throughput drops to 28.8, because the 43.2 is not supported on the radio interface. To overcome this problem the user signals WAIUR=57.6, mTCH=3 and ACC=14.4. This time, the user gets the wanted throughput in UMTS, but in GSM the call is rejected due to a network that follows the table in Section B.1.12.2 to the letter.

Example: The UE supports one TCH/F9.6 only in GSM but any of the NT RABs in UMTS. According to B.1.12.2, no handover between GSM and UMTS will be supported unless WAIUR=9.6 kbit/s is signalled, clearly restricting the usage of the UE in UMTS.

For these reasons we propose to loosen the rules in Section B.1.12.2 by allowing higher values of the WAIUR parameter; see the attached CR proposal.
