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The split and combine function of the multislot configuration (HSCSD) for a non-transparent connection is specified slightly differently for the TCH/F9.6 and TCH/F4.8 cases and the TCH/F14.4 case, the TCH/F14.4 case being a bit more optimized and implementation friendly. The most probable reason for the difference is that the TCH/F14.4 case was specified later than the TCH/F9.6 and TCH/F4.8 cases. 

The text for the TCH/F9.6 and TCH/F4.8 cases specifies the RLP frames to be distributed cyclically into the available traffic channels. The text for the TCH/F14.4 case specifies the RLP frames to be distributed into the available traffic channels so that "the resulting delay in the overall data stream is kept as small as possible".

If there is little data to be sent, the TCH/F14.4 case allows all the data to be sent in only one channel (or fewer than available channels) and use DTX in the rest of the available channels. In the TCH/F9.6 and TCH/F4.8 cases this is not possible due to the restrictive text for these cases in TS 04.21. 

CN3 is invited to harmonize the TS 04.21 by applying the operation specified for TCH/F14.4 also to the other multislot cases (i.e. TCH/F9.6 and TCH/F4.8). 

There will be no impact on current implementations. Implementations made according to the current stricter TCH/F9.6 way are fully compliant with the looser text for TCH/F14.4. The receiving entity shall anyway "recombine the overall data stream according to the inherent RLP frame numbering" as specified in TS 04.21. 

Related documents: Draft CRs to 04.21: N3-000144 – 147. 

