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Liaison Statement on freezing of R97 and R98

TSGN1 is finding it increasingly difficult to work in the situation when multiple specification releases are open for updates. This is particularly the case with R97, R98 and R99 and GPRS.

The agreed principle to make only essential corrections and clarifications to the old releases (R97 and R98) does not seem to have the desired effect and due to this a substantial amount of GPRS related CRs are being forwarded to SMG #30 for approval.

An increasing number of delegations are finding it extremely difficult to carry out integration testing as the reference specifications keep changing all the time.

Also maintaining multiple parallel versions increases the standardisation effort that is diverted away from the R99 work as the mirror CRs on different releases can not be created automatically. 

Therefore we at TSGN1 have tried to clarify the meaning of allowing only essential corrections in our Tdoc N1-99A25 which is attached. 

As the status of R98 is still somewhat open due to other Work Items than GPRS, this may require different handling of R97 and R98. This is also highlighted in the attached Tdoc N1-99A25.

TSGN1 is already following the principles outlined in that document and ask for the other working groups to do the same.

Furthermore TSGN1 is seeking the endorsement of this principle in the TSGN Plenary level and if this can be reached, then propose liaising this to the other TSGs.


