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N3 thanks R3 for their LS: "LS on the Iu User Plane (UP) specification status in RAN WG3". (N3-99175).

Attached is Tdoc N3-99240which shows the current status in N3 on its work with specifying CS data services in UMTS. The text below (Section 3),extracted from this document, describes the handling by the Iu UP. N3 hopes that this section clarifies the requirements on the Iu UP.  

It is N3's understanding that contributions on frame alignment (Section 3.2.1) are presented directly in R3.

3 Iu User Plane

3.1 NT services

The Iu user plane is used in transparent mode, see 25.415. Each SDU corresponds to one RLP frame and, consequently, is 576 bits long.The Iu UP primitive Iu-UP-UNIT-DATA-REQUEST is invoked each time an RLP frame is ready to be sent from the CN towards the Terminal. DTX indication is not used.

3.2 T services

The Iu user plane is used in support mode, see 25.415. The following frame structure is suggested:
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Figure 1: Iu CS UP Frame Format

RAB sub-Flow Combination Indicator (RFCI) is used according to Annex B of 25.415.

The payload of the Iu frame will consist of user data bits. It may also contain some control bits that are transparent to the radio access stratum (TBD):

· one bit to indicate to the terminal that data phase has been entered (corresponding to the SB bit in GSM)

The payload (SDU) size is fixed, determined by the bit rate.. The SDU size is FFS. It is assumed that AAL2 is used. The AAL2 SCCP layer must be supported for segmentation and reassembly. 

The primitive Iu-UP_DATA-REQUEST is invoked at regular intervals in order to have a constant bit rate (every 10 ms? FFS!) .

3.2.1 Frame alignement

<Input from DoCoMo>
