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Report of the IW Subgroup

The chairman opened the meeting and gave a summary of the recent organisational activities:

· SMG3 has accepted to establish a new Working Party for Interworking that continues the work of the former SMG4 IW subgroup and the network interworking related work of the SMG4 GPRS subgroup.

· The new Working Party in SMG3 will meet always together with the 3GPP TSG CN WG3 according the SMG3/CN principles to have two logical groups within one physical group to work out together the UMTS specifications and to maintain the GSM specifications.

The agenda in Tdoc 113 was agreed, available documents were registered. 

1. EDGE

SMG4 IW subgroup has organised an ad hoc meeting on EDGE to make progress in finalising the CRs for circuit switched EDGE services. The report in Tdoc 112 was presented. The ad hoc meeting has proposed a new channel coding TCH/F43.2 instead of TCH/F38.4 for non-transparent services. This has to be confirmed by SMG2. Therefore, two sets of CRs were prepared according to the two variants. The SMG2 WPB workshop on EDGE has decided in the meantime that TCH/F43.2 will be taken as working assumption. Thus only the CRs related to the TCH/F43.2 channel coding were discussed in the SMG4 IW subgroup. The following documents were presented by Mr. Valo (Nokia) or Mr. Colban (Ericsson), respectively:

· CR to 07.02 presented in Tdoc 173 was agreed

· CR to 03.10 presented in Tdoc 116, was revised and agreed in Tdoc 174

· CR to 04.21 presented in Tdoc 117, was revised and agreed in Tdoc 175

· CR to 08.20 presented in Tdoc 119, was revised and agreed in Tdoc 176

· CR to 07.01 presented in Tdoc 118, was revised and agreed in Tdoc 177

· CR to 09.07 presented in Tdoc 120, was revised and agreed in Tdoc 178

· CR to 04.22 presented in Tdoc 172, was revised and agreed in Tdoc 179

The group has decided to specify circuit switched EDGE only for the Bearer Service series 20 and 30.

It is proposed to approve these CRs in SMG4 and put them on hold until the decision is felt in SMG2.

The discussion of the CRs related to TCH/F38.4 (Tdocs 121, 122, 123, 124, 125) was postponed. 

2. Provision of Fax in UMTS

SMG4 IW subgroup has organised an ad hoc meeting on the provision of facsimile to make progress in finalising the TR UMTS 22.45. The meeting report is contained in Tdoc 111. The outcome of the ad hoc meeting is a first version of a study on the provision of facsimile service in UMTS and GSM (TR UMTS 22.45) in Tdoc 110. This study was presented by the rapporteur, Mr. Colban (Ericsson). In the discussion this study was improved and revised in Tdoc 180, that will be presented to SMG4 plenary. 

A LS on real-time facsimile was received from TSG SA1 (Tdoc 270). This document was discussed together with the CR 22.00-A008 (Tdoc 271) requiring a real-time non-transparent facsimile service in UMTS. SMG4 IW subgroup found that the requirements related to the provision of facsimile are very contradictory in various specifications of the UMTS 22.xx series, especially the new requirements on real-time non-transparent facsimile. Also Tdoc 115 (proposal for voice band data and Fax services protocol) by NTTDoCoMo was considered. It was not possible to find any requirement for the need of this special facsimile protocol. So, an LS was created in Tdoc 127, discussed and agreed in Tdoc 128. It summarises the concerns on existing requirements and asks SA1 to study the outcome of SMG4 IW related to the provision of facsimile in UMTS and GSM.

3. GSM CS data streamlining for R’99

The LS received from SMG3 (Tdoc 96) was noted. 

The LS received from SMG1 (Tdoc 159) was discussed. It was felt that more time is necessary to study the changes carefully because we had more requirements. Further, we have to study the impact on SMG4 IW specifications. So, the discussion is postponed to the next meeting (CN3).

4. Link and Adaptation Layer in UMTS

SMG4 IW has received an LS from SMG12 (Tdoc 97) created in November 1998 on Link and Adaptation Layer in UMTS. An answer was expected by January 1999. Because of the late delivery it is not possible to respond in time. We expect that SMG12 has made some progress in the meantime and we are not sure whether there exist still some open issues. In order to clarify the situation, an LS was written (Tdoc 181) and agreed in Tdoc 182 as response to SMG12. 
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Ericsson
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Nokia
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Ericsson
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