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CSE controlled free format charging data for CAMEL3. Tdoc N2-99849
___________________________________________________________________________

3GPP SA5 have reviewed your questions on CAMEL 3 free format charging data and have included the replies below.

1. What would be a suitable number of free format charging octets per CDR/TAP3 record in CAMEL phase 3  in the following cases:

· Call related CDRs (MO CDR etc)

· MO SMS CDR (MSC / SGSN)

· GPRS mobility management CDR

· GPRS PDB context related CDR

SA5 can accommodate any length applicable to the SA1 service requirements. It should be considered that this, specifically SMS could generate considerably more data for charging and signalling than the event being charged for. 

2. What would be the implications for Release `99 charging specifications (GSM 12.05 and GSM 12.15)?

For those CDR’s that already contain this field, with an explicit length of 40 octets, will need to be modified. Those CDR’s, that require a new field, will need to be defined. Any limitations on this field description will be inherited from the CAP 3 specification.

3. What would be the implications of sending n times X octets from CSE to serving node? I.e. does the appending of free format charging data to previous CDRs give any possibility define more free format charging octets per call/SMS/GPRS session, or whether the free format charging data would be appended to a single TAP3 record?

The CDR formats will have to be adapted for these requirements. Currently only one free format data field is recorded per call leg in circuit switched services. If these are to be concatenated, signalling messages need to indicate that the message is to be appended to the existing free format data. All CDR’s can be specified to accommodate this data. SA5 asks CN1 and SA1 if there are any plans to restrict the number of the free format data messages. This is crucial for the control of size of CDR production.

4. Which standardisation body will take over responsibilities for the successors of GSM 12.05 and 12.15 for UMTS phase 1 (R99)?

3GPP SA 5 are responsible for the maintenance specifications GSM 12.05 and 12.15 and there successors for 3G specification. 

5. Which organisation will take over the tasks of MoU CAGE2+ to define billing principles for UMTS phase 1?

3GPP SA5 understands this to be the 3GPP SA WG1. This will presumably be done in liaison with the GSM Association
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