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What is the Open Mobile Alliance?

The Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) was formed in June 2002 as of November includes
approximately 300 companies. The member companies represent the world’s leading
mobile operators, device and network suppliers, information technology companies,
application developers and content providers.

The representatives of the whole value chain are working together to ensure seamless
mobile services for end users worldwide. OMA will achieve this by defining industry wide
requirements, common architectural framework, open standards for enabling
technologies and end-to-end interoperability.

The distinct benefit of OMA is the holistic approach to the value chain of mobile services
and applications. This is reflected in the comprehensive inclusion of specification work.
No other industry organization has had such extensive cross-industry participation from
all parties involved in the entire mobile services value chain. The interoperability issues
may be solved more quickly and efficiently when the industry specification forums are
under the same working process within the same organization. OMA adds a strong
business focus based on market and customer requirements applied to the
standardization and specification work.

The formation and progress of the OMA marks an important step in the history of the
mobile services industry. Through OMA the mobile services industry avoids isolated
technologies specified by separate bodies. By integrating several specification
organisations into one, information and resources are shared, work processes are
streamlined and overlapping efforts are reduced. One legal framework enables true
interoperability testing across technologies and standards. This enables faster time to
market and reduces overall cost and complexity in the industry.
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Scope of the Open Mobile Alliance

OMA is designed to be a focal point of mobile services specification work, to assist the
creation of interoperable mobile services across countries, operators and mobile
terminals. Through a user-centric approach OMA ensures fast adoption and proliferation
of mobile services. The alliance drives the implementation of end-to-end mobile services
including an architectural framework, open standard interfaces and enablers.

Open Mobile Alliance Collaboration

The foundation of the Open Mobile Alliance was created by consolidating the Open
Mobile Architecture initiative and the WAP Forum. The Location Interoperability Forum
(LIF), SyncML, MMS Interoperability Group (MMS-IOP), and Wireless Village, each
focusing on mobile service enabler specification work, have integrated to the OMA.
Additionally, Mobile Gaming Interoperability Forum (MGIF) and Mobile Wireless Internet
Forum (MWIF) have announced their intent to integrate into the OMA. OMA will be
liaising with various other organizations from the mobile and Internet industries to
leverage existing approved standards and specifications.

By linking the activities of a number of organizations, OMA may address areas that
previously were outside the scope of any existing organization, as well as streamline work
that, in the past, may have been duplicated by multiple organizations.

Principles of the Open Mobile Alliance

OMA is founded on four key principles designed to bring mobile industry standards to
fruition. The principles encourage competition through innovation and differentiation,
while ensuring the interoperability of new and existing mobile services across the entire
value chain.

e Products and services are based on open, global
standards, protocols and interfaces and are not locked to
proprietary technologies

e The applications layer is bearer agnostic (examples:
GSM, GPRS, EDGE, CDMA, UMTS)

e The architecture framework and service enablers are
independent of Operating Systems (OS)

e Applications and platforms are interoperable, providing
seamless geographic and inter-generational roaming
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Charter of the Open Mobile Alliance

OMA is committed to fostering growth in the mobile services industry as reflected in its
charter.

e Deliver responsive and high-quality open standards and
specifications based upon market and customer requirements

o Establish best practices and conduct interoperability testing
(I0T), including multi-standard interoperability to ensure
seamless user experience

e Create and promote common industry view on an architectural
framework

e Be the catalyst for the consolidation of standards forums and
working in conjunction with other existing standards
organizations and groups such as IETF, 3GPP, 3GPP2, W3C
and JCP

Benefits of the Open Mobile Alliance

OMA'’s focus is on improving the end user experience by providing end- to-end and multi-
standard interoperability of mobile services. This will drive the acceleration of growth in
the mobile industry that will benefit all participants.

All companies will benefit from a common foundation that offers opportunity for innovative
offerings and shorter time-to-market. This interoperable multi-vendor environment
promotes the opportunity for choice for all participants.

The respective benefits are described as follows:

Mobile operators and service providers

e Increase ARPU and accelerate the end user uptake by ensuring interoperability
across services, terminals, networks, operators and countries.

e Invest with confidence that services are based on open, interoperable standards.

e Provide freedom of choice from a wide range of interoperable technology
solutions

e Provide end users with seamless interoperable services across mobile networks
and Internet domains

Information technology (IT) companies
e Extend existing investments and resources to the mobile environment

e Build a bridge between Internet and mobile service domains
e Provide open specifications and uniform API's that ensure interoperability

Extend the reach and revenue opportunity for developers

[
e Shorten delivery cycles as proprietary and interoperability challenges decrease
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Wireless vendors

e Differentiate on features and design while maintaining a core set of interoperable
services

e Ensure interoperability between different terminals, networks and servers to
increase the size of the addressable market

e Drive growth of mobile services market worldwide

e Reduce development costs and shorten time to market through implementing
open specifications

Application developers

e Deliver on the promise of write once, deploy across different operating systems,
networks, platforms and services

e Reduce development costs, increase economies of scale and improve the time to
market of services and applications

e Increase global market opportunity by extending the customer base

Content Providers and Media companies

e Promote universal mobile distribution formats

e Enable the association of digital rights with any content
e Authorize usage and distribution of media
[ ]

Drive the development and delivery of attractive content to an increased global
audience

Approximately 300 companies throughout the mobile services value chain are working
together in OMA to create and ensure a better mobile end user experience. OMA will
deliver this through defining end-to-end interoperability based on open specifications.

The entire mobile services value chain will benefit from the reduced cost, faster time to
market and increased number of attractive services. This in turn will stimulate the growth
of the mobile services market.

More about Open Mobile Alliance

To know more about OMA, please refer to the website
http://www.openmobilealliance.org/.

For companies that would like to join OMA, the membership application and other related
materials are on the same site.
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