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Introduction.

There has been some proposal to remove the Length field from the GTP header for R'99.

This contribution provides reasons for keeping this field.

1 Problem statement

Removing the length field from the GTP header would provide a way to save 2 octects of overhead introduced by the GTP header. However, there are reasons why this would not bring any real advantage:

· There has been also some proposal to keep the GTP header 32 bits aligned, so the length field would have to be replaced by some padding bits.

· There would be some layer violation in retrieving the length information from the header of the path protocol.

· In case TCP is used as a path protocol, the GTP header acts as a framing that enables delineation of GTP PDUs within the TCP stream of octets. The length field is fundamental in providing this functionality. Removing the length field would therefore make the provision of TCP path protocol based services not possible (e.g. support of X.25).

Conclusion 

In view of the considerations spelled out above, Lucent Technologies suggest the Length field be kept in the GTP header. 

























