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The evolution of MAP has resulted in ever increasing message lengths.  

Segmentation is greatly simplified if White Book SCCP is used.  White Book SCCP is a mature protocol that is already supported by a number of vendors.  White Book SCCP is capable of performing segmentation and reassembly, which removes the need to use application layer segmentation.  Furthermore, since the SCCP layer is responsible the reconstruction of the segmented user data the use of White Book SCCP should eliminate the possibility of segments being presented to the application layer out of order.
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2
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The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.
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· For this Release 1998 document, references to GSM documents are for Release 1998 versions (version 7.x.y).

[1]
GSM 01.04: "Digital cellular telecommunications system (Phase 2+); Abbreviations and acronyms".

....
[xxx]
ITU-T Recommendation Q.711: “Specifications of Signalling System No.7; Signalling System No. 7 – Functional Description of the Signalling Connection Control Part“.

[xxx]
ITU-T Recommendation Q.712: “Specifications of Signalling System No.7; Signalling System No. 7 – Definition and Function of SCCP Messages“.

[xxx]
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[xxx]
ITU-T Recommendation Q.716: “Specifications of Signalling System No.7; Signalling System No. 7 – Signalling Connection Control Part (SCCP) Performance“.
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*** Next Modified Section ***

6.1
Use of SCCP

The Mobile Application Part (MAP) makes use of the services offered by the Signalling Connection Control Part (SCCP).

MAP supports the following SCCP versions;

· Signalling Connection Control Part , Signalling System no. 7 CCITT (‘Blue Book SCCP’)

· Signalling Connection Control Part , Signalling System no. 7  ITU-T Recommendation Q.711 to Q.716 (‘White Book SCCP’). Support and use of White Book SCCP shall be mandated from 00:01hrs, 1st July 2001(GMT). 
If White Book SCCP is used as the lower layer protocol for MAP, SCCP segmentation shall be used to segment user data if the network performance and configuration requires it. 

A White Book SCCP message will fail if any signalling point used in the transfer of the message does not support White Book SCCP. To interwork with signalling points that are beyond the control of the GSM specifications it is recommended that the originator of the White Book SCCP message supports one or more mechanisms to drop back to Blue Book SCCP.
 In North America (World Zone 1) the national version of SCCP is used as specified in ANSI T1.112. Interworking between a PLMN in North America and a PLMN outside North America will involve an STP to translate between ANSI SCCP and ITU-T/CCITT SCCP.



















