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TSG-N2 have discussed the documents SP-99328 and SP-99329, which identify the need for closer liaison between S2 and other 3GPP WGs to progress the development of UMTS Release 99. We note that there are several work areas for which S2 request that a liaison person in N2 is appointed.

In the discussion, there was concern that if these liaison persons are expected to attend physical S2 meetings there would be a substantial extra travelling and meeting load for the liaison persons. We understand that in the discussion in S2, it was proposed that the liaison work could be handled by telephone and email communication, which would overcome the concerns raised here, but this is not reflected in the documents SP-99328 and SP-99329.

S2 are asked to clarify the exact role and mode of operation of the liaison persons, so that companies can decide whether they will be prepared to commit the necessary resource. Based on the assumption that physical attendance at S2 meetings would be needed, there was virtually no-one who would offer to fill any of the liaison roles identified in SP-99328 and SP-99329.

