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Proposed LS on Active Location Retrieval in CAMEL Phase 3

The present LS is an answer to the LS from 3GPP TSG CN WG2, ‘Requirement for Active Location Information retrieval in CAMEL Phase 3’ (Tdoc N2A99345) and the LS from T1P1.5, ‘Comments on LS on requirement for Active Location Information retrieval in CAMEL Phase 3’ (Tdoc T1P1.5/99-386).

ETSI STC SMG1 agrees that the support of Active Location Information retrieval by the CSE will be a usefull feature in CAMEL Phase 3. This has also been underscored in the above mentioned LS from T1P1.5.

CAMEL Phase 1, 2 and 3 specify an interface between the CSE and the HLR, Any Time Interrogation (ATI). This mechanism may be used to obtain subscriber state and location. The resolution that is achievable with ATI, is, however, not fine enough for Active Location Information retrieval. This is due to the current nature of ATI, whereby the HLR asks the VLR for the most recent subscriber state and location.

This problem may be overcome by allowing the HLR to obtain subscriber state and location from a Location Services node or by allowing the CSE to contact the Location Services node directly. In the latter case, the interface between CSE and Location Services node should be the ATI interface as currently specified in CAMEL.

ETSI STC SMG1 reckons that the ATI mechanism should not be limited to its current definition. Rather, the CAMEL stage 1 specification should allow the usage of ATI for the purpose of Active Location Information retrieval.

ETSI STC SMG1 therefore recommends that, the ATI mechanism, as currently specified for CAMEL Phase 1, 2 and 3, be used for the retrieval of Active Location Information in CAMEL Phase 3. ETSI STC SMG1 also suggests that the ATI mechanism, when used for Active Location retrieval, may be used between the CSE and a Location Services node, such as the Gateway Mobile Location services Centre (GMLC).

ETSI STC SMG1 would like to know from 3GPP TSG CN WG2 whether the ATI interface can be used without any modification, between the CSE and the GMLC. If this can be assured by 3GPP TSG CN WG2, then ETSI STC SMG1 is prepared to include a statement in the CAMEL Phase 3, stage 1 document that specifies the use of the ATI interface, between CSE and a Location Services node such as the GMLC, for Active Location Information retrieval.

It would be appreciated if the present LS can be dealt with during the 3GPP TSG CN WG2 in Gotland, July 1999. This allows ETSI STC SMG1 to make any required enhancement to the CAMEL Phase 3, stage 1 document. 
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