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The last TSG-SA2 meeting agreed to TSG-CN2 completing a feasibility study on the Super-Charger concept.  This contribution presents a formal work item description for approval, outlining the scope of the Super-Charger study.
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Linked Work Items
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Justification

UMTS will build on the success of GSM and is likely to become even more widespread. In addition, the continued growth of international travel for business and leisure means that the number of roaming UMTS and GSM subscribers is set to increase significantly. 

Super-Charger constitutes a change to the subscriber data management to reduce mobility management costs.  However, the proposed enhancements should not require significant modifications of the GSM standards.

Currently, every time a subscriber moves to a location area served by a different MSC/VLR or SGSN, the subscriber data must be downloaded from the HLR in the home PLMN to the new entity serving the user and deleted in the old MSC/VLR or SGSN. If the location areas associated with these entities are small or the subscriber frequently moves between location areas the subscriber will represent a large signalling load.  This is equally applicable to subscribers moving within their home network and roaming subscribers except in the latter case international signalling costs are incurred.

A Super-Charged network applies an alternative philosophy and keeps subscription data at the old serving entity when a subscriber moves to a location area served by a different MSC/VLR or SGSN. The HLR continues to insert the subscriber data at the new serving entity as described by normal GSM procedures.  The subscriber data at the old entity is not maintained in any way.  Therefore, no additional signalling is required. 

The new philosophy is of most benefit in metropolitan areas where the density of location areas is high to cope with the large number of subscribers and subscribers commute between location areas served by different network entities.  Assuming the subscriber data has not changed since the subscriber was last attached in the location area then the network entity has the option to use the subscriber data previously downloaded. However, the HLR will ultimately control data retention and updates in the serving entity.  

This philosophy reduces mobility management cost by reducing the volume of location update signalling.
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Figure 1: Morning Commute with the Super-Charger Activated
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Figure 2: Evening Commute with the Super-Charger Activated

With the Super-Charger the MSC/VLR or SGSN no longer deletes subscriber information from the VLR and SGSN databases when a mobile station leaves the served location area.  This results in the continuous growth of the database size.  Consequently, a new data management system is required so that newly arrived mobile stations take precedence over subscriber data not currently in use.  Two options are envisaged:

· Old subscriber data may either be deleted periodically using an audit system or, 

· deleted dynamically to make room for the newly arrived subscribers as required. 

The main benefit is that upon the return of a subscriber to a previously visited location area it is highly probable that it will not be necessary to download the user’s subscription data from the HLR.  Consequently, reducing the volume of signalling between the visited PLMN and the home PLMN.
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The users subscription data is retained by the MSC/VLR despite moving to another MSC/VLR.
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The user’s subscription data is retained by the MSC/VLR upon leaving the LA.
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Since the user’s subscription data is already present no insert subscriber data is necessary.











Evening Commute







BSS







BSS











_969261645



_969261881



_969262874



_969261846



_969261594




