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Abstract

This contribution discusses various topics.

1. Compatibility between CAMEL Phase 3 and Phase 4.

There were some ideas that CAMEL Phase 4 supports CPH and additional features while CAMEL Phase 3 shall be used for services that do not use CPH.

The issue of backward compatibility is an issue since a long time for CAMEL. This is reflected also in stage 1 by the statement "If an IPLMN or VPLMN supports CAMEL Phase 4, it shall also provide the functionality of all previous CAMEL phases.". Except very minor corrections this was always the aim of the CAMEL specification group and also now by 3GPP.

It shall be re-confirmed by the meeting that this principle is also valid for CAMEL Phase 4. That is that CAMEL Phase 4 shall support CAMEL Phase 3 completely, such that CAMEL Phase 3 need not to be used for specific features.

Especially the CAMEL Phase 3 call has to be handled also with CAMEL Phase 4.

2. Absent stage 1 requirements

To avoid future misunderstandings it shall be clarified by the meeting how absent stage 1 requirements shall be treated:

1
An absent stage 1 requirement implies that it is strictly forbidden to implement this feature in the stage 2 and stage 3 protocols.

2
An absent stage 1 requirement allows the protocol group nevertheless to implement this feature in the stage 2 and stage 3 protocols. However this requires careful study by the protocol group and some reasons to do so need to be given.

Examples for point 2:

-
Stage 1 does not require a lot of error handling: it is proposed nevertheless to specify some error handling in the protocol standards.

-
For the reason of good protocol design, it is some times easier to allow a specific feature rather than to forbid this feature and to do error handling instead of or to leave the behaviour even unspecified.

It is proposed to adopt point 2 and to discourage point 1.
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