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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to thank GERAN2 for its LS on “AS-NAS interaction for MBMS”. In this LS, GERAN2 indicated that it shares RAN2 opinion concerning the interaction between the access and non-access stratum in the mobile. However, based on the following extract from the GERAN2 LS, RAN 2 doubts if the GERAN2 view is really aligned:

GERAN2 assumes that during the Notification procedure for a given MBMS service the information about the corresponding user specific service priority will be available at the MS access stratum. This enables the MS to perform a service prioritisation and to possibly stop receiving lower priority MBMS services prohibiting the MS to receive a higher priority MBMS service.

In order to ensure the model used by both groups are aligned, RAN 2 would like to clarify the model of the interaction between AS and NAS as used by RAN 2:

· UE-NAS informs UE-AS about the TMGIs of the multicast services the UE has joined as well as the broadcast services the UE is interested in.

· UE-AS is responsible for detecting service conflicts at AS- level; the inability of the UE to receive all services it is interested in due to eg. UE capability limitations (which could depend on transfer mode and RRC state), conflicting preferred frequencies.

· All service priority handling is performed by/ through NAS. Upon detecting a service conflict, UE-AS requests UE-NAS to prioritise the services. UE-NAS may initiate release of non- MBMS services and/ or request UE-AS to release some MBMS services to resolve the service conflict.

At first sight a model in which NAS not only provides the list of MBMS services but also their relative priorities seems attractive. However, RAN 2 has not adopted such a model since it considers service priorities out of the scope of the access stratum and because such a model would complicate the handling of any service prioritisation involving the user.

2. Actions:

To GERAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 requests GERAN2 to re- confirm whether it has adopted the same model for the interaction between UE-AS and UE-NAS as used by RAN2.
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