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1. Overall Description:

CN1 would like to thank SA2 for their LS regarding the MBMS NSAPI and the need to have many simultaneously activated MBMS services.

CN1 has analysed the problem and decided on a solution that covers the Iu point-to-point (ptp) transfer case. The UTRAN and GERAN point-to-multipoint transfer mode cases doesn’t present this problem that was initially brought up by SA2.

In short, the solution means that 16 unique values are defined as RAB-IDs for MBMS ptp transfer use. 16 simultaneous MBMS ptp RABs per UE was considered to be enough. Currently, the RRC protocol supports up to 16 simultaneous RABs in total. The network allocates these RAB-IDs at the time when the radio bearer is setup, i.e. when the MBMS transmission is about to start. This means that there is no need for an ‘MBMS NSAPI concept’ to be initialised at the time of MBMS context activation. This solution will give UE AS the possibility to realise that the RAB is for MBMS, if this is needed. And similarly UE NAS will be able to route the RAB/data stream to the correct MBMS application by use of the in-band signalled IP multicast address.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
WG SA2 is asked to align stage 2 of MBMS (TS 23.246) with the above solution and more specifically to remove the ‘MBMS NSAPI concept’ from it.
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