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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 is currently completing the stage 3 work for MBMS. 

During RAN3#44 discussion, the coding of the MBMS Session Duration IE over Iu interface and over other interfaces where it is carried was discussed. The following questions were raised:

· Should it indicate MBMS session that could last for more than a day?

· Should it have an “infinite” value that would correspond to very long MBMS session for which the session stop is difficult to predict.

Furthermore RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that the MBMS NSAPI indicated in the LS on MBMS NSAPI (S2-042922) will be included within the UE linking information carried over Iu interface. RAN3 plan is to code it as “BIT STRING (8)“ (as done for RAB ID in R99).

Finally RAN3 would like to inform SA2 and CN3 about following RAN3 agreements about some MBMS Information Elements:

· RAN3 will specify for the MBMS Service Area Information Element a special code point indicating to the RNC that all its cells are part of the MBMS Service Area. Such code point should avoid the O&M configuration of all RNCs and cells for geographically wide MBMS bearer service e.g. full PLMN.

· RAN3 does not plan to provide the estimated time between the reception of the MBMS Session Start and the actual start of the data transfer for that specific session to UTRAN over Iu interface. However RAN3 will continue to monitor GERAN needs in order to align Iu interface for GERAN Iu-mode.

2. Actions:

To CN3 and SA2 groups.

RAN3 would like to ask CN3 and SA2 to provide answer to the above question for the MBMS Session Duration IE.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN 3 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #45 

15 – 19 November 2004, Shin-Yokohama, Japan

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #46 

14 – 18 February 2005, Phoenix, USA











































