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1 Introduction
In TS24.008 the list of equivalent PLMNs is specified for the case the network wants to inform the mobile station of equivalent PLMNs:
“The Mobile Equipment shall store a list of "equivalent PLMNs". This list is replaced or deleted at the end of each location update procedure, routing area update procedure and GPRS attach procedure. The stored list consists of a list of equivalent PLMNs as downloaded by the network plus the PLMN code of the network that downloaded the list. The stored list shall not be deleted when the MS is switched off. The stored list shall be deleted if the SIM/USIM is removed. The maximum number of possible entries in the stored list is 16.”

“The network may also send a list of "equivalent PLMNs" in the LOCATION UPDATING ACCEPT message. Each entry of the list contains a PLMN code (MCC+MNC). The mobile station shall store the list, as provided by the network, except that any PLMN code that is already in the "forbidden PLMN list" shall be removed from the "equivalent PLMNs" list before it is stored by the mobile station. In addition the mobile station shall add to the stored list the PLMN code of the network that sent the list. All PLMNs in the stored list shall be regarded as equivalent to each other for PLMN selection, cell selection/re-selection and handover. The stored list in the mobile station shall be replaced on each occurrence of the LOCATION UPDATING ACCEPT message. If no list is contained in the message, then the stored list in the mobile station shall be deleted. The list shall be stored in the mobile station while switched off so that it can be used for PLMN selection after switch on.”

However, according to our terminal compatibility test, when the UE can not support handling this list, e.g. the R97/R98 MSs which are widely used today, some of the UEs will initiate Location Update process again and again as it could not identify the list, this will cause the Location Update failure at last. 
Such UEs will be continuously used under the system of R99 and beyond, during the near future years, it means this problem will last many years for the users.
To avoid this essential problem with R97/R98 UEs, it is necessary to clarify clearly in the TS that the list should be transferred according to the capabilities of UEs.
2 Discussion

Void.
3 Proposal

It is proposed to make this essential correction to TS24.008.
