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Introduction

This contribution discusses the open issue 3.26 ("addition of application identifiers to presence information") of Presence WID open issues list. 

TS 23.141 contains the following text concerning application identifiers:

"Application identifiers may be allocated to applications, which are using presence capabilities. The conventions and the allocation mechanism for application identifiers are subject to stage 3 specification. Application identifier(s) are carried as part of the presence information. Application identifier(s) may be added to published presence information on the presentity side. In this case, the presence server shall include this application identifier to the relevant tuple(s) in the presence document together with the published information.  On the watcher side the received application identifier may be used e.g. for determining which application should receive and process the related presence information."

Discussion

IETF SIMPLE WG has been defining different views (presentity, service etc.) how presence information can be presented. The idea (in TS 23.141) of defining application identifiers relates to the service type of tuples so that the application identifier identifies the type of service. However, IETF SIMPLE WG is having on-going discussions about "what a tuple mean". This work has resulted an internet draft (http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-roach-simple-service-features-00.txt) describing how one can identify certain classes of service by using capability information. 

The draft also discusses why enumeration of services is undesireable and lists among other things the following reasons: combinatorial explosion over time, and requirement of having either a central repository of standardized service names (which requires standardization of services instead of build-in blocks that can be combined) or a namespacing scheme that allows definition of own service names (which may result having different names for services which are able to interoperate).

The draft also provides several services examples how service capabilities and service-specific URI schemes can be used to describe and identify different services. E.g. an audio call service can be identified with either a contact URI scheme of "tel:" or capabilities as "audio", "full-duplex" and supported methods (INVITE, ACK, BYE, CANCEL).

Proposal

It is proposed that application identifiers are not specified as presence information extensions (or presence attributes) as such but the IETF SIMPLE approach would be followed. This means that presence attributes defined in PRESCAPS, RPID  and PIDF are utilized for identifying and describing different applications and services presented by tuples.
















