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This document proposes to remove the material on floor control from the TS, as the work on floor control is not progressing fast enough in IETF to be finished in Rel-6 time frame.

1
Scope

Editor's note: Existing scope of TR 29.847 used for this, and then modified appropriately.

The present document provides the protocol details for conferencing within the IP Multimedia Core Network subsystem (IMS) based on the Session Initiation Protocol (SIP), SIP Events, the Session Description Protocol (SDP) and other protocols. The document covers also instant messaging conferences. 


Editor's note: This TS will also include information on Conference Policy Management (see clause 8) , as e.g. described in draft-koskelainen-sipping-conf-policy-req-00.txt. 

Editor's note: It has to be investigated if loosely coupled conferences need also to be addressed here.

Editor's note: The "other protocols" that are mentioned here need to be listed in detail, in order to replace the phrase "other protocols". This TS only covers protocols in the scope of CN1.

Editor's note: The work on conference policy control is related to the work under the work item for IMS group management, WID: 11036, and the decision is to be made on contributed text as in which document it will appear.

Editor's note: The work on instant messaging conferences is related to the work under the work item for IMS messaging, WID 11039, and the decision is to be made on contributed text as in which document it will appear.

Editor's note: The ongoing work on conferencing in CN5 needs to be taken into account.

This document does not cover the signalling between a MRFC and a MRFP. 

Where possible the present document specifies the requirements for this protocol by reference to specifications produced by the IETF within the scope of SIP, SIP Events, SDP and other protocols, either directly, or as modified by 3GPP TS 24.229.

The present document is applicable to Application Servers (ASs), Multimedia Resource Function Controllers (MRFCs), Media Gateway Control Functions (MGCFs) and to User Equipment (UE) providing conferencing capabilities.

4
Conferencing overview

Editor's note:
This subclause contains the contents of clause 4 of 3GPP TS 29.847 unchanged, besides the initial editor's note.

Editor's note:
Reference to Stage1 for Group Management needs to be introduced.

The basic services for the IP Multimedia CN Subsystem (IMS), as defined in 3GPP TS 24.229 [5], allow a user to initiate, modify and terminate media sessions based on the Session Initiation Protocol, as defined in RFC 3261 [7]. Although these basic mechanisms already allow multiparty calls, more sophisticated services for communication between multiple parties can be made available by the network. 

Conferencing within the IM CN subsystem provides the means for a user to create, manage, terminate, join and leave conferences, which are handled by a server within a home network of the conference creator. It also provides the network with the ability to give information about these conferences to the involved parties. Participants to conferences may be internal or external to the home network. 

The network operator or the user may apply membership and media policies to a conference by using a conference policy control protocol.

Conferencing applies to any kind of media stream by which users may want to communicate, this includes e.g. audio and video media streams as well as instant message based conferences or gaming. 
The framework for SIP conferences is specified in draft-ietf-sipping-conferencing-framework-00.txt [8].

The architecture for the 3GPP conferencing is specified in 3GPP TS 23.228 [6] and 3GPP TS 23.218 [3].
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