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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CN1 for their liaison statement, CN1 requested clarification with respect to interworking with external SIP clients and the use of pre-conditions. SA2 has discussed the issue and considered the options from CN1’s liaison. Within the discussion, only Option 1 and Option 4 were considered as viable way forward. It was agreed to select option 4 as the way forward, i.e.

“No change to the existing 24.229 procedures, i.e. the Rel-5 UE and network would not support any mechanisms for session establishment without preconditions. The network would not explicitly block such attempts.”

SA2 specification has been updated to reflect that no additional restriction shall be implemented in the IMS network in Rel-5.

To provide the necessary clarification, the attached CR to TS 23.228 was approved. 

The following statements have been provided as input during SA2’s decision:

· Release 5 is frozen;

· Interworking with external SIP networks is a Release 6 feature;

· CN1 and SA3 have concluded that the IM CN Subsystem in Release 5 should be considered as a closed network, e.g. when it comes to trust relations (for handling of P-asserted identity);

· Support for features should not be confused with error handling; in particular there is a difference between a 3GPP UE not using preconditions (though use is mandated) and an external client that does not support preconditions;

· Introducing Release 5 mechanisms in the network, which are no longer supported in Release 6, is not desirable. Thus SA2 does not recommend standardised mechanisms to enforce the use of preconditions.

SA2 understanding is that existing error handling mechanisms in Release 5 networks may be used by an operator to prevent sessions without preconditions  However, SA2 does not believe such mechanisms should prevent the definition of procedures not involving pre-conditions in Release 6 (for example for interworking with IETF SIP networks) – such procedures would not work over R5 networks which deployed such restrictions.

2. Actions

CN1: Take into account the SA2 feedback and check that the mechanisms indicated in the last bullet already exist in CN1 stage 3 specifications.

3. Date of Next TSG SA2 meeting

SA2#37

12-16 January, Innsbruck, Austria

SA2#38

16-20 February, Atlanta, GA, USA

