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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 has investigated the possibility to include information on network indication of support for INTER_RAT HANDOVER INFO message size reduction as discussed in LS (G2-030444) from RAN2 cc: CN1.

Three possible alternatives for introducing the information (4 bits) have been considered:

1. In SI/PSI broadcast

2. In GERAN RR signalling (IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message)

3. In Location Update signalling 

Although all solutions are considered technically feasible, solution 1 and 2 have the drawback that they increase the amount of information needed to be included in some important GERAN RR and RLC/MAC messages. This might cause problems with the performance of the common channels. Especially also since it is assumed this information will be the same for the whole network and will be fairly static. 

Given these problems it is GERAN2 preferred choice to introduce this information in the IMSI Attach (i.e. Location Update) signalling from the CN to the MS. It is the assumption of GERAN2 that this solution would work since the MS always will be provided with this information before initiating the call establishment.

Concerns were raised in GERAN2 about adding this functionality into release 5 should there be any work affecting GERAN specifications (see solution 1 and 2 above).

2. Actions:

GERAN2 kindly ask CN1 to consider adding the requested information in LOCATION UPDATING ACCEPT message in 3GPP TS 24.008. 
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