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0
Abstract

This contribution summarises the current documentation within IETF that deal with SIMPLE working group. This group is using SIP for instant messaging.

1
Introduction

This group was created with its first meeting in March 2001. This was after a BOF session at the November 2000 IETF meeting. Note that any use of the subscribe/notify draft might be regarded as using instant messaging.

2
Completed request for comments

Each distinct version of an Internet standards-related specification is published as part of the "Request for Comments" (RFC) document series. This archival series is the official publication channel for Internet standards documents and other publications of the IESG, IAB, and Internet community. 

Some RFCs document Internet Standards.  These RFCs form the 'STD' subseries of the RFC series [4].  When a specification has been adopted as an Internet Standard, it is given the additional label "STDxxx", but it keeps its RFC number and its place in the RFC series.

Note that certain standards bodies insist that an RFC must be an Internet Standard before it can be referenced in a published standard.

NONE.

3
Internet drafts identified as work items by the working group

Editor’s note: During the run up to an IETF meeting, there may be a delay between the submission of an internet draft, and the formal posting of the internet draft. I have adopted the policy of identifying only those versions that have been officially posted, although this may delay inclusion in this document by a few days.

During the development of a specification, draft versions of the document are made available for informal review and comment by placing them in the IETF's "Internet-Drafts" directory, which is replicated on a number of Internet hosts.  This makes an evolving working document readily available to a wide audience, facilitating the process of review and revision.

An Internet-Draft that is published as an RFC, or that has remained unchanged in the Internet-Drafts directory for more than six months without being recommended by the IESG for publication as an RFC, is simply removed from the Internet-Drafts directory.  At any time, an Internet-Draft may be replaced by a more recent version of the same specification, restarting the six-month timeout period.

An Internet-Draft is NOT a means of "publishing" a specification; specifications are published through the RFC mechanism described in the previous section.  Internet-Drafts have no formal status, and are subject to change or removal at any time.

Under no circumstances should an Internet-Draft be referenced by any paper, report, or Request-for-Proposal, nor should a vendor claim compliance with an Internet-Draft.

Note: 
It is acceptable to reference a standards-track specification that may reasonably be expected to be published as an RFC using the phrase "Work in Progress"  without referencing an Internet-Draft. This may also be done in a standards track document itself  as long as the specification in which the reference is made would stand as a complete and understandable document with or without the reference to the "Work in Progress".

3.1
Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) Extensions for Presence

Contained in: http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-simple-presence-06.txt
Expires: October 2002

This document proposes an extension to SIP for subscriptions and notifications of user presence. User presence is defined as the willingness and ability of a user to communicate with other users on the network. Historically, presence has been limited to "on-line" and "off-line" indicators; the notion of presence here is broader. Subscriptions and notifications of user presence are supported by defining an event package within the general SIP event notification framework. This protocol is also compliant with the Common Presence and Instant Messaging (CPIM) framework.

This document proposes an extension to the Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) for presence. This extension is a concrete instantiation of the general event notification framework defined for SIP, and as such, makes use of the SUBSCRIBE and NOTIFY methods defined there. 

WG last call commenced 6th September 2001. WGLC recommenced 5th April 2002 to end 11th April 2002.

3.2
SDP Extensions for SIP Instant Message Sessions 

Contained in: http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-simple-im-sdp-00.txt

Expires: January 2002

SIP instant messages currently follow a pager model, where there is no concept of a message session. It has been proposed that we also need a session based model, where the user experience would be more like a text conference or chat room. This draft proposes an extension to SDP that could be used to describe message sessions.

Defines a new message media line as in the following example: m=message 5060 sip sip:bcampbell@dynamicsoft.com

3.3
SIP Instant Message Sessions

Contained in: http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-simple-im-session-00.txt

Expires: January 2002

The current specification for the SIP MESSAGE request method indicates that SIP instant messages according to a model similar to that of a text pager, in that each message stands alone. There is no concept of a chat session or a text conference where there is a stream of messages that are grouped into a session. This memo proposes a method of describing MESSAGE sessions by treating the message session just like any other media session described in an SDP body in an INVITE request.

Defines a structure based on INVITE and BYE whereby MESSAGE methods can be exchanged within a session environment.

3.4
An XML Based Format for Watcher Information

Contained in: http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-simple-winfo-format-01.txt

Expires: September 2002

Watchers are defined as entities that request (i.e., subscribe to) information about a user. There is fairly complex state associated with an event subscription, and this state is dynamic. As a result, it is possible, and indeed useful, to subscribe to the watcher information for a particular subscriber. In order to enable this, a format is needed to describe the state of watchers. This specification describes an XML document format for such state.

3.5
A SIP Event Sub-Package for Watcher Information

Contained in: http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-simple-winfo-package-01.txt

Expires: September 2002

Document defines the watcher information sub-package for the SIP event infrastructure. Watcher information refers to the set of users subcribed to a particular resource within a particular event package. This set changes dynamically as users subscribe, unsubscribe, are approved, or are rejected. A subscriber can subscribe to this information, and therefore learn about changes to it. This event package is a sub-package because it can be applied to any event package, including itself.

3.6
CPIM Mapping of SIMPLE Presence and Instant Messaging

Contained in: http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-ietf-simple-cpim-mapping-00.txt
Expires: August 2002

The SIMPLE work group has defined a SIP events package for distribution of presence information. It has also proposed a MESSAGE extension for the transport of instant messages. This document describes how those mechanisms map to the abstract CPIM service, in order to interoperate with other CPIM compliant presence and instant messaging services.

4
Internet drafts not yet identified as work items by the working group

Editor’s note: During the run up to an IETF meeting, there may be a delay between the submission of an internet draft, and the formal posting of the internet draft. I have adopted the policy of identifying only those versions that have been officially posted, although this may delay inclusion in this document by a few days.

The following internet drafts have been submitted, have not yet expired, but have not yet been accepted as work items by the working group. This does not preclude them currently being worked upon and being accepted as RFCs by the IESG.

Some of these may be quietly allowed to die, some may have been incorporated into another draft, and some may be under active discussion even though they have not been adopted by the working group.

	Label
	Title
	Expires

	http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-mankin-im-session-guide-00.txt
	Guidelines for Instant Message Sessions
	May 2002

	http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-rosenberg-simple-buddylist-package-00.txt
	A SIP Event Package for Buddylist Presence
	May 2002

	http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-rosenberg-simple-im-transport-00.txt
	A Proposal for IM Transport
	May 2002

	http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-mrose-simple-exchange-01.txt
	IM Simple Exchange (IMSX)
	June 2002

	http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-koskelainen-imtpext-00.txt
	IMTP Extensions for Message Threading and Message Identification
	June 2002

	www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-rosenberg-simple-components-00.txt
	A Component Model for SIMPLE
	August 2002

	http://www.ietf.org/internet-drafts/draft-rosenberg-simple-message-session-00.txt
	Using MESSAGE for IM Sessions
	November 2002


Proposal

This document is for information and should therefore be noted.

