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1. Overall Description:

Some companies have identified that network support for EDGE is likely to be available prior to full support of Release’99. Concerns were raised that an EDGE enabled terminal may not take advantage of EDGE if it ignores the fact that the network has sent a positive indication of support of EDGE in EDGE specific bits sent on the BCCH, but rather determines the EDGE capabilities of the SGSN based on the presence of the SGSN Revision bit. A more detailed presentation of this topic is provided in the attached document [N1-021208].

It is proposed that a terminal ignores the SGSN revision flag in the context of determining EDGE network capabilities and determines whether the network supports EDGE based on EDGE specific bits sent on the BCCH.  When this subject was discussed in CN1 a number of companies supported this approach. However at least one company asked for more time to investigate whether there might be any resulting capability issues in taking this approach  

It is hoped that 3GPP can come to a rapid decision on this matter to expedite the successful introduction of EDGE.  GERAN and SA1 are asked for their assistance in achieving this. 

2. Actions:

To  SA1 

ACTION: 
SA1 are asked to identify if they have any concerns with the approach of a terminal determining network support for EDGE based on the EDGE specific parameters it receives, rather than on a parameter indicating support of Release’99. [Note: The network is still mandated to support EDGE in a Release’99 compliant manner]
To GERAN 

ACTION:  GERAN are asked to review the attached document  [N1-021208] and identify any technical concerns in respects to the terminal NOT looking at the SGSN revision bit to determine whether the SGSN supports EDGE. Instead the terminal shall determine support of EDGE based on specific EDGE bits sent on the BCCH. 
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