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FIRST MODIFICATION

10.5.6.12
Traffic Flow Template 

The purpose of the traffic flow template information element is to specify the TFT parameters and operations for a PDP context. In addition, this information element may be used to transfer extra parameters to the network (e.g. the Authorization Token; see 3GPP TS 24.229).

The traffic flow template is a type 4 information element with a minimum length of 3 octets. The maximum length for the IE is 257 octets.
NOTE 1:
The IE length restriction is due to the maximum length that can be encoded in a single length octet.

NOTE 2: 
A maximum size IPv4 packet filter can be 32 bytes. Therefore, 7 maximum size IPv4 type packet filters, plus the last packet filter which can contain max 30 octets can fit into one TFT, i.e. if needed not all packet filter components can be defined into one message. A maximum size Ipv6 packet filter can be 60 bytes. Therefore, only 4 maximum size IPv6 packet filters can fit into one TFT. However, using "Add packet filters to existing TFT", it's possible to create a TFT including 8 maximum size Ipv4 or IPv6 filters.

The traffic flow template information element is coded as shown in figure 10.5.144/3GPP TS 24.008 and table 10.5.162/3GPP TS 24.008.
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Figure 10.5.144/3GPP TS 24.008: Traffic flow template information element
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	Packet filter identifier 1
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Figure 10.5.144a/3GPP TS 24.008: Packet filter list when the TFT operation is "delete packet filters from existing TFT" (z=N+3)
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	Packet filter identifier 1
	Octet 4

	
	Packet filter evaluation precedence 1
	Octet 5

	
	Length of Packet filter contents 1
	Octet 6

	
	Packet filter contents 1
	Octet 7
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	Packet filter identifier 2
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Figure 10.5.144b/3GPP TS 24.008: Packet filter list when the TFT operation is "create new TFT", or "add packet filters to existing TFT" or "replace packet filters in existing TFT"
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	Parameter identifier 1
	Octet z+1

	
	Length of Parameter contents 1
	Octet z+2
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	Parameter identifier 2
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Figure 10.5.144c/3GPP TS 24.008: Parameters list
Table 10.5.162/3GPP TS 24.008: Traffic flow template information element

	
TFT operation code (octet 3)
Bits
8 7 6

0 0 0 Spare
0 0 1 Create new TFT

0 1 0 Delete existing TFT

0 1 1 Add packet filters to existing TFT

1 0 0 Replace packet filters in existing TFT

1 0 1 Delete packet filters from existing TFT 
1 1 0 No TFT operation
1 1 1 Reserved


E bit (bit 5 of octet 3)

The E bit indicates if a parameters list is included in the TFT IE and it is encoded as follows:

0
parameters list is not included

1
parameters list is included
Number of packet filters (octet 3)

The number of packet filters contains the binary coding for the number of packet filters in the packet filter list. The number of packet filters field is encoded in bits 4 through 1 of octet 3 where bit 4 is the most significant and bit 1 is the least significant bit. For the "delete existing TFT" operation and for the "no TFT operation", the number of packet filters shall be coded as 0. For all other operations, the number of packet filters shall be greater than 0 and less than or equal to 8.

Packet filter list (octets 4 to z)

The packet filter list contains a variable number of packet filters. For the "delete existing TFT" operation, the packet filter list shall be empty.

For the "delete packet filters from existing TFT" operation, the packet filter list shall contain a variable number of packet filter identifiers. This number shall be derived from the coding of the number of packet filters field in octet 3.

For the "create new TFT", "add packet filters to existing TFT" and "replace packet filters in existing TFT" operations, the packet filter list shall contain a variable number of packet filters. This number shall be derived from the coding of the number of packet filters field in octet 3.

Each packet filter is of variable length and consists of 

-
a packet filter identifier (1 octet); 
-
a packet filter evaluation precedence (1 octet);

- 
the length of the packet filter contents (1 octet); and
-
the packet filter contents itself (v octets).

The packet filter identifier field is used to identify each packet filter in a TFT. Since the maximum number of packet filters in a TFT is 8, only the least significant 3 bits are used. Bits 8 through 4 are spare bits.

The packet filter evaluation precedence field is used to specify the precedence for the packet filter among all packet filters in all TFTs associated with this PDP address. Higher the value of the packet filter evaluation precedence field, lower the precedence of that packet filter is. The first bit in transmission order is the most significant bit.

The length of the packet filter contents field contains the binary coded representation of the length of the packet filter contents field of a packet filter. The first bit in transmission order is the most significant bit.
Parameters list (octets z+1 to v)

The parameters list contains a variable number of parameters that might need to be transferred in addition to the packet filters. If the parameters list is included, the E bit is set to 1; otherwise, the E bit is set to 0.

Each parameter included in the parameters list is of variable length and consists of:

-
a parameter identifier (1 octet); 
-
the length of the parameter contents (1 octet); and
-
the parameter contents itself (v octets).

The parameter identifier field is used to identify each parameter included in the parameters list and it contains the hexadecimal coding of the parameter identifier. Bit 8 of the parameter identifier field contains the most significant bit and bit 1 contains the least significant bit. In this version of the protocol, the following parameter identifiers are specified:

-
01H (Authorization Token);

-
02H (Flow Identifier).

If the parameters list contains a parameter identifier that is not supported by the receiving entity the corresponding parameter shall be discarded.

The length of parameter contents field contains the binary coded representation of the length of the parameter contents field. The first bit in transmission order is the most significant bit.

When the parameter identifier indicates Authorization Token, the parameter contents field contains an authorization token, as specified in 3GPP TS 24.229. This authorization token is represented as a string of digits encoded in hexadecimal form. The least significant digit is encoded in bits 4321 of the first octet, the second least significant digit is encoded in bits 8765 of the first octet, the third least significant digit is encoded in bits 4321 of the second octet, etc. When the total number of digits is even, bits 8765 of the last octet are marked as unused with the value "1111".
If the parameters list contains more than one instance of the Authorization Token, then all instances shall be considered.

When the parameter identifier indicates Flow Identifier, the parameter contents field contains the binary representation of a flow identifier, as specified in 3GPP TS 24.229. Bit 1 of the first octet is least significant bit, and bit 8 of the last octet is the most significant bit.

If the parameters list contains more than one instance of the Flow Identifier, then all instances shall be considered.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the specification number in this box. For example, 04.08 or 31.102. Do not prefix the number with anything . i.e. do not use "TS", "GSM" or "3GPP" etc.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the CR number here. This number is allocated by the 3GPP support team.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the revision number of the CR here. If it is the first version, use a "-".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the version of the specification here. This number is the version of the specification to which the CR will be applied if it is approved. Make sure that the latest version of the specification (of the relevant release) is used when creating the CR. If unsure what the latest version is, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/3G_Specs/3G_Specs.htm" ��http://www.3gpp.org/3G_Specs/3G_Specs.htm�


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� For help on how to fill out a field, place the mouse pointer over the special symbol closest to the field in question.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Mark one or more of the boxes with an X.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a concise description of the subject matter of the CR. It should be no longer than one line.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the source of the CR. This is either (a) one or several companies or, (b) if a (sub)working group has already reviewed and agreed the CR, then list the group as the source.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the acronym for the work item which is applicable to the change. This field is mandatory for category F, B & C CRs for release 4 and later. A list of work item acronyms can be found in the 3GPP work plan. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/" ��http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/�


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the date on which the CR was last revised.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single letter corresponding to the most appropriate category listed below. For more detailed help on interpreting these categories, see the Technical Report � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/archive/21_series/21.900/" ��21.900� "TSG working methods".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single release code from the list below.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which explains why the change is necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which describes the most important components of the change. i.e. How the change is made.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter here the consequences if this CR was to be rejected. It is necessary to complete this section only if the CR is of category "F" (i.e. correction).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the number of each clause which contains changes.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter an X in the box if any other specifications are affected by this change.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� List here the specifications which are affected or the CRs which are linked.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter any other information which may be needed by the group being requested to approve the CR. This could include special conditions for it's approval which are not listed anywhere else above.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This is an example of pop-up text.





CR page 1

