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Discussion

The OPTIONS method provides a mechanism for a SIP UA to find out what SIP capabilities are available from another SIP UA.  The same mechanism may be used for purposes of discovering higher level capabilities of a UA by placing information in the OPTIONS response message body (200 OK).  The interface between the AS and the MRFC is an instance where this would useful.  The same mechanism could be used between the AS and MGCF, possibly with a common set of media capabilities that may be passed in the message body.

The proposal is to use the OPTIONS method to retrieve MRFC and MGCF capabilities.  The definition of the common set of media capabilities that can be queried from both MRFC and MGCF (e.g. DTMF) will be determined later.  A new MIME type could be created for this purpose.

Proposal

Add the text indicated below to the sub-clauses of [3G TS 24.229]. Initially, this will be part of Annex B. Remove text indicated with the strikethrough. 

5.8.5
Further initial requests

Editor’s Note: Generic handling of e.g. OPTIONS should be described here

When the MRFC receives an OPTIONS request, it shall reply with a 200 OK response that indicates the capabilities of the MRFC/MRFP in the message body.  This shall include an indication of the supported tones/announcement packages, DTMF capabilities, supported codecs and conferencing options.
Editor’s note: it is FFS how to identify the resources of the MRFC
5.5.6
Further initial requests

When the MGCF receives an OPTIONS request, it shall reply with a 200 OK response that indicates the capabilities of the MGCF/MGW in the message body.  This shall include an indication of the supported tones/announcement packages, DTMF capabilities, supported codecs and conferencing options.
Editor’s note: it is FFS how to identify the resources of the MGCF
